23/ 06/ 1997
Prime pronmoter of orchestral nusic

M chel | e Shear es
M RZAN Mahathir is just as confortable tal king about nmusic as he is with
wei ghty corporate |ingo.

Never mind that his love affair with the piano fizzled out after four
years, ("lIt's a good thing ny parents recognised ny |ack of talent and did
not push me further", he jokes), but his deep-rooted appreciation for
orchestral music lingers till this day.

As chai rman of the Ml aysian Youth Orchestra Foundation (MYOF) and
organi sing comittee chairman of the Asia Youth Orchestra (AYO Mal aysia
Youth Programre, Mrzan believes nusic is a powerful nediumto hel p shape
behavi our.

"An appreciation for orchestral nusic, be it European or Asian, brings a
uni que pl easure to both the perforner and listener alike," he says, adding
that nmusic when perfornmed with precision and exudi ng passi on and
spont aneity, sonmehow enbraces its audience in a special magic.

"Music lifts the spirits, it speaks without words and it transcends
colour, creed and culture," he decl ares.

A firmbeliever that the MYOF is a first step to the outward reaches of
the world's top concert halls and to the inward places of the soul, Mrzan
said its establishnment will enable young and tal ented Mal aysi ans to hone
their abilities, pronote a sense of teammork and focus their m nds and
bodi es to produce works of beauty in accordance with worl d-cl ass
st andar ds.

"The MYOF ains to create an artistic and cultural awareness anong our
yout h through the inspiration and positive influence of orchestral nusic
and the performng arts.

"By pronoting orchestral nusic, which has a | ong and di sti ngui shed
hi story throughout the world, the foundation hopes to nurture and devel op
our honme grown talents, young Mal aysi ans who nay not ot herw se have such
an opportunity," he remarked.

The spirited chairman hopes that with the foundation's hel p, nore youth
will come forward and specialise in the study of certain instrunents, and
following this, perhaps a full fledged Ml aysi an orchestra can be forned.

Asked whet her youth today are interested in the serious sounds of
orchestral nusic as conpared to the | ouder, trendier hip hop rock and pop
musi c, Mrzan said being in an orchestra takes discipline as it is a nore
studi ed nusi c.

Affirmng that the MYOF is an initiative in response to the social ills
faci ng Mal aysi an youth today, Mrzan said the boundl ess energy of the
| ocal youth can instead be channelled in a positive, productive and
creative nanner.

"These tal ented youth can becone better nenbers of society as
participation in an orchestra and nusic cl asses foster a sense of purpose,
self respect and teamwrk," he said, adding that the foundation is
flexible when it cones to how young a person has to be to benefit fromthe
f oundat i on.

"I'"'m Il ooking at those in their teenage years because | believe nusic
devel opnent is sonething that takes place during one's younger years. But
we will not turn down a talented 20-sonething either," he said.

The foundation, barely two nonths old, has been actively sourcing for
sponsors to provide financial assistance in the formof instrunments, books
and schol arshi ps to those recogni sed to have nusical talents and



creativity, and who are in need of such assistance in the furtherance of
their musi cal devel opnent.

In appealing to corporate sponsors to come forward, Mrzan said it is
for a beneficial and worthy cause. "Sponsors play an inportant role in
hel pi ng the foundation to pronote, devel op and naintain education in, and
an appreciation for the arts and science of music anong Ml aysi an yout h.

"W believe that the vision of the foundation is shared by many who
subscri be to sustainabl e and bal anced nati onal devel opnment and who are
concerned about the social pressures faced by today's youth."

"We are in the mdst of putting together sponsorship packages as we want
comm tment fromthese people over, say, a five-year period so that there
is continuity in our activities," he said, adding that the foundation is
very lucky in that the Mnistry of Finance has agreed to nmake donations to
t he foundati on tax exenpt.

To those who may not be able to afford donations in cash, Mrzan said
vol unteers for adm nistrative work are al ways wel cone.

As part of its project to inculcate interest in orchestral nusic anong
yout h, the MYCF is now hosting the AYO s t hree-week intensive rehearsa
canp.

Fi ve Mal aysi ans have been given the honour of perfornming in the AYO - Lo
Mei Yoke and Chan Lai Kheng on the violin, Ong Li Kern on the viola, Lee
Yin Fah on the tronbone and Lin Yin Fung on the cello.

The AYO, fornmed in 1987 to showase the talents of Asian nusicians,
sel ects the best nusicians throughout Asia every year for their tour
across the worl d.

The 102 young nen and wonen of the 1997 Asian Youth Orchestra represent
the finest young nusicians in Asia. Cose to 1,500 students from Mal aysi a,
Thai | and, | ndonesi a, Singapore, China, Hong Kong and Vi et nam auditi oned
for the AYO this year.

When t he process was over, 22 nusicians were chosen from China, 11
Tai wan, 23 Japan, 11 Hong Kong, four South Korea, five Ml aysia, four
Phi | i ppi nes, nine Singapore, two Thailand and 11 Vi et nam

Conceived as a tuition-free sumer progranme, the AYOis designed to
ignite pride for what can be achi eved by Asian musicians in Asia, while
affecting a positive influence on the brain and tal ent drain that
continues to frustrate all Asian nations.

Yesterday, the AYOvisited and perfornmed at the Kol ej Yayasan Saad in
Mal acca.

The cul mi nation of these rehearsals is the Mal aysian Gal a Perfornmance on
June 29 at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre in Kuala Lunpur.

Shortly after that, the AYOw |l |eave for Hong Kong where they have
been given the honour of perform ng at the handover cerenopny.

(END)



	Prime promoter of orchestral music (NST 23/06/1997)

