18 DEC 1997
MVIA- Char ges
PRI VATE HOSPI TALS SHOULD REVI EW SALARI ES, SAYS MVA

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 18 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Medi cal Association
(MVA) endorses the call by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
for private hospitals to charge Mal aysians less, its president Dr MIton
Lum said today.

Dr Lum said there was an urgent need for private hospitals to review
their operations and salary structures which constitute "a very significant
conponent” of their expenditure.

He said doctors' fees account for only a fraction of the total bill and
they have only limted say on the charges.

"On each occasion a new private hospital opens, salaries on non-doctor
staff are increased in the efforts to recruit staff and the private
hospitals already in existence are under pressure to increase the ternms and
benefits to retain staff,” he said in a statement in response to the call
by Dr Mahathir yesterday.

This has resulted in a situation where many nursing staff in private
hospitals receive salaries that are nore than that of nedical officers in
the public sector.

Dr Lum said that investors in private hospitals should | ook at their
i nvestnent froma |ong-term perspective and not expect returns within the
first few years as in other industries.

Al nost all specialists practising in private hospitals are not salaried
but reinbursed by professional charges which are usually in accordance with
the 1992 MVA fee schedul e as a guideline, he said

Meanwhi | e, Gerakan central committee nenber Dr S. Vijayaratnam in
supporting Dr Mahathir's call, said nedical practitioners and other
prof essi onal s shoul d charge | esser fees.

"Prof essionals who are generally better off, should show their
willingness to sacrifice sonmething in view of the current econonic
difficulties and absorb cost to sone extent," he said in a statement. --
BERNAMA
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