21/ 07/ 1997

Private sector can devel op four areas

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Health Mnistry will propose four areas of
applications to help the private sector devel op pilot projects for the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor's tel emedi ci ne flagshi p.

The four areas are:

* Life-time Health Plan: An anbitious and conpl ex proposal to enable
medi cal practitioners to formul ate personalised health plans for
i ndi vi dual s;

* Tel econsul tation: Distance heal thcare consultation services with the
aid of appropriate nmultinmedia information technol ogy sol utions;

* Continuing Medical Education: An infrastructure project to build human
resources to enable practitioners to continuously upgrade know edge and
skills; and,

* Mass Custoni sed/ Personal i sed Health Information and Educati on:

Provi ding i nformati on and education on health care to the nasses and
speci fic comunities.

The Health Mnistry's director-general Tan Sri Dr Abu Bakar Sul ei man
sai d today the proposal s were devel oped by the Tel enedi ci ne Task Force,
conprising 16 international web conpanies, officials fromthe Miltinmedia
Devel opnent Corporation and the mnistry.

The proposals, called the Concept Request for Proposals (CRFPs), woul d
be | aunched by the nonth's end by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad together with the CRFPs of three other flagships - electronic
governnent, the multipurpose card and Smart school s.

"The pilot projects to be selected in the telenedicine flagship
application are targeted at keeping the people well," he said after
| aunchi ng a one-day semi nar on tel enedicine at the Kuala Lunpur Hospital.

The sem nar was organi sed by the Ml aysi an Medi cal Associ ati on.

The | aunch of the CRFPs are to enable the private sector to give
feedback and submit proposals for the devel opment and inpl ementation of
applications of the flagships.

Dr Abu Bakar said the private sector had three nonths to come up with
their proposals and by the end of the year, the successful consortia would
be awar ded the project.

On the Health Mnistry's proposal, Dr Abu Bakar said the Life-tine
Heal th Pl an was ai nmed at keeping people in the "well ness paradigmas | ong
as possible".

"Multinedia solutions will be provided for practitioners to (fornul ate)
personal i sed health plans for the specific needs of individuals not only
when they are ill but even when they are well."

To facilitate this, health data of every individual, frombirth to
death, nust be systematically recorded and nade available to practitioners
t hrough the national tel enedi ci ne network.

I nteractive knowl edge dat abases will be created for people to access
fromtheir homes, public kiosks or even work pl aces.

Dr Abu Bakar said Tel econsultation woul d provide specialist service in
terns of diagnosis, treatnment and care nanagenent in renote areas where
medi cal practitioners could consult each other interactively.

The Continui ng Medi cal Education area will upgrade quality of care to
wor | d- cl ass st andards besi des reduci ng professional isolation anmong
practitioners in renote areas.

“"I't will also ensure practitioners constantly keep abreast with the



| at est devel opnent in medical science and practice,"” said Dr Abu Bakar.
He said the four proposals enconpassed all aspects of healthcare and a
conpr ehensi ve devel opnent and i npl enentati on plan was bei ng put in place.
"New processes, systens, structures and training to devel op new skills
and shared values are in the pipeline," he said. "Once these early pil ot
projects are inplenented successfully, nore will be undertaken.”
( END)
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