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PMs sister and friends recollect his early years

K. Bal a

LANGKAW , Sat. - Fromyoung, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was i mbued
with a “mssion possible' spirit believing that given the will and
perseverence, no task i s unsurnountabl e.

Coupled with this "never-say-die' attitude was the desire for perfection
in getting a job done quickly.

Wth the attitude nurtured fromyoung, it is hardly surprising that the
Prime Mnister went on to notivate the nation to achi eve hi gher
technol ogi cal status - from producing the national car to the ushering of
the Mul timedi a Super Corridor.

To shed light on Dr Mahathir's growi ng up years in Kedah were his el der
si ster Habsah Mohd | skandar, ex-classmates OGsman Bakar and Hussein Abdu
Rahman, and a friend, Mustafa Ismail.

They did so during a forumyesterday call ed Recol |l ections of Dr
Mahat hir's Youth organi sed by the Langkawi Devel oprment Authority, through
Gal eri a Perdana which houses the State gifts of the Prine Mnister and
Nat i onal Archives.

A packed audi ence, including schoolchildren, were present at the forum
opened by Lada general manager Datuk Abdul Halil Mitalib.

Recalling the early years, Habsah, 80, who lives with Dr Mahathir, said
as a child, her younger brother had an inquisitive m nd and never took
"no" for an answer.

"He al ways wanted to know why certain things could not be done," she
sai d. "Watever he wanted to do, he would do it."

Dr Mahathir was taught to live a disciplined life by their teacher-
father, Mhamad | skandar. He only ventured out to play in the vicinity of
the house.

As for hobbies, Dr Mahathir often played draughts and snakes-and-
| adders.

Gsman, 76, a classmate and chil dhood friend, told the story of their
school days before the Japanese occupation interrupted their studies at
the Sultan Abdul Hami d Col | ege.

"I often studied in Dr Mahathir's house," he said. "His father
constantly rem nded us that one woul d not get anywhere wi t hout educati on.
Hi s father woul d al so supervi se our after-class studies.”

A qui et student, Dr Mahathir was an avid reader who had never stayed
away fromclass. Besides that he also wote for the school magazi ne.

The Prime M nister acquired a business acumen since young by selling
cakes made by hi s nother.

"When our studies were interrupted, we set up a tea stall in Pekan
Rabu, " he sai d.

"While we were at Pekan Baru, he predicted that the British would
return.

"He even inscribed the prediction on the pot we used to boil water for
tea," he said, underscoring the foresight shown by the Prine Mnister in
hi s younger days.

Gsman had t he audi ence in stitches when he sang verses of three of Dr
Mahat hir's favourite songs - Rai nbow on River, M dnight Serenade and South
Aneri can Song.

In sports, Dr Mahathir was keen on rugby, loved to cycle around town and
roller skate in Jalan Tel uk Wanja, the only road which was pre-nixed

Referring to a picture of Dr Mahathir with the Japanese Enperor



published in the New Straits Tinmes during his recent visit to Japan, Gsman
qui pped:

"During the Japanese occupation, he used to bow to Japanese sentries."

Gsman recal |l ed how he and Dr Mahathir drew and pasted anti-Ml ayan Uni on
posters in town after the British returned.

Asked what aninmal the Prime Mnister feared nost, Gsman replied:

" Snakes. "

Hussei n, another ex-classmate from Sultan Abdul Ham d Col | ege, said the
Prime M nister had a no-nonsense approach.

"l cannot say he was a brilliant student,’
was above average and very hardworking. "

Dr Mahathir and Hussein parted conmpany when the forner went to study
medi ci ne in Singapore while he took up a job as a hospital assistant. They
met again in the course of duty when the Prine Mnister served as a
nmedi cal officer in Langkaw .

Meanwhi | e Mustafa recall ed the days when Dr Mahat hir opened his private
clinicin Alor Star.

At that time Dr Mahathir was deputy chairnman of the Pekan Rabu co-
operative society while Miustafa was the head.

"Dr Mahathir played a key role in redevel opi ng Pekan Rabu,

( END)

he said, "but he certainly

he sai d.
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