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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Prime M nister today questioned the notives of
certain medi a organi sati ons which often reported untruths, saying that
this was al so a formof corruption and abuse of power.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said: "The nedia often condemns the
Governnent for m suse of power, abuse of power and corruption. But is it
not corruption and abuse of power to do which you knowis wong sinply
because you have power over the nedi a?"

The Prime M nister, however, did not specify whether the nedia
organi sations he was referring to were foreign or Mal aysi an. He was
speaki ng at the opening of the Ni hon Keizai Shinbun |Incorporated' s Kual a
Lunpur bureau here.

Ni hon Kei zai Shinbun is a gl obal nedia conpany founded in Japan 121
years ago. |t publishes the N hon Keizai Shinbun, which it clains is the
| argest business daily in the world as well as a host of other newspapers
and magazi nes.

It also runs the Ni kkei Satellite News.

Wth the setting up of the bureau here, N kkei now has 12 bureaus in
Asia and 31 in the world.

Dr Mahathir said the Press which did not report accurately was doing a
disservice to its subscribers who paid them good noney to support their
exi st ence.

"There is really nothing to be gained by tenaci ous reporting and by
passi ng scurrilous remarks which are not based on facts at all," he said.

He added that to accuse the Government of controlling the Ml aysi an
Press woul d be wong as there were many newspapers whi ch did not support
t he Government.

"It has been said that we control the Press in Malaysia. | would like to
poi nt out that those who say this never bothered to read the vernacul ar
Press (traditionally used to refer to the non-English newspapers) which
has not hi ng good to say about the Government.

"Sonme of themdo support the Government. But this is normal. In any
country, there are papers which support the different (political) parties.

"It is the sane in Malaysia. It so happens that sone of the English
| anguage papers support the Government but there are ot hers which never
support the Governnment. If there was no Press freedomin this country,
there will never be such papers.”

He said in Britain, there were newspapers supporting the ruling
Conservative Party while sonme supported Labour

Dr Mahathir said although the reports on himin Opposition-controlled
newspapers were nostly |ibellous, he chose not to sue themas he believed
in Press freedom

He added that although in Malaysia there was Press freedom the
Governnent al so expected Press responsibility.

"I'f you start stirring up racial hatred in a country which is multi-
racial |ike Ml aysia, you are going to damage the country and the mpjority
of the people who do not want any vi ol ence.

"The Governnent has a duty and the Press also has a duty. You can
protest, but you cannot disrupt the peace and harnony in this country."

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia believed in denmbcracy with responsibility.

"Al bania, | amsorry to say, was an authoritarian State. Today, Al bania
is denpcratic because the West wanted it to be denocractic.



"And as it is denocratic, people took to the streets and denonstr at ed.
They brought down the Government and as a result, they have a state of
anar chy.

"The systemthat brought about the kind of anarchy in Al bania, cannot be
good. "

He sai d denocracy was a great system of governance as it gave the people
the opportunity to change their | eaders and the Governnment whenever they
want ed to.

"I myself have | ost elections and you know very well that in Malaysia it
is possible for the Qpposition nenbers to win seats and appear in
Parliament. In fact, different States in Ml aysia have even fallen to the
OQpposition.™

Dr Mahathir also took a swipe at the foreign news agenci es whom he said
only reported on negative issues and ignored the positive ones.

"But | would say that Malaysia is not an exception. That is the common
practi ce of news agenci es because sensational and negative reports attract
nore readers and subscri bers.

"Therefore, in order to nake noney you shoul d highlight the negative
aspects of everything that you report.

"This is unfortunate because there is a need for good and accurate
reporting because the report is used (by investors and busi nessnen) to
make deci sions,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir added that Ml aysia had tinme and agai n been reported as a
country that was about to break into racial violence.

"According to these reports, the Chinese, Ml ays and I ndians are
apparently inconpatible. They are not only different by reason of race but
al so culture, | anguage and religion.

"I'n fact, the people of Malaysia are so inconpatible that they cannot
even eat at the sane table. This is because if you put pork on the table,
the Malays will just walk out. On the other hand, the Mal ays | ove beef and
the I ndians don't take beef.

"So, strictly speaking, we cannot really get on with each other. But we
do get on. In fact, Malaysia is nuch nore peaceful than sone of the
Eur opean countries, where off-and-on ethnic violence takes place. Even in
Anerica, there is ethnic violence.”

He said different ethnic groups, with different cultures and religions,
managed to work together to build the country to what it is today.

Mal aysi a's economic performance is largely the result of politica
stability.

"Not many countries are politically stable these days. Even the
devel oped countries are not stable.”

Dr Mahat hir hoped the N hon Keizai Shinmbun would play a role in
encour agi ng nore Japanese investors to invest in Ml aysia.

"Accuracy by the N hon Keizai Shinmbun is very inportant because | fee
certain that people would want to read nore reports which are accurate and
can serve the purpose of naking decisions," he said.

He said investors and traders needed i nformati on before they could trade
with any country.

He sai d about 25 per cent of investnents in Ml aysia came from Japan and
the fact that there were nmany Japanese investors in Ml aysia was probably
because they did not read the usual reports about Ml aysia fromforeign
news agenci es.

"If they read those reports, they probably would not cone to Ml aysi a
because invariably the reports are very negati ve.

"If there is anything bad happening, it is blow up 10 tinmes and if
there is anything good happening in Ml aysia, that is not reported at
all."



Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a wel coned foreign investnent and woul d conti nue
to encourage i nvestors to set up their businesses here.

"W were one of the few countries which, on achi evement of independence,
di d not becone ultra-nationalistic.

"Instead, we went the other way and invited nore foreign participation
in our econony and the results have been gratifying."

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia planned to maintain a growmh rate of seven per
cent until the year 2020, when it hoped to beconme a fully devel oped
nati on.

"That is not such a big target considering that we have grown at the
rate of 6.7 per cent for 20 years during the New Econom c Policy (1971-
1991).

"We need only another 0.3 per cent. But as you know, in the past nine
years, we have been growing at a rate of nore than eight per cent. In
1995, for exanple, we grew at a rate of 9.6 per cent. It is not
unt hi nkabl e that we will be able to achieve our target of seven per cent
per year until the year 2020," he said.

Al so present during the opening of N hon Keizai Shinmbun bureau was its
presi dent Takuhi ko Tsuruta and president of Japan Chanber of Trade and
I ndustry in Mal aysia president Tan Sri K. Suzuki
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