15/ 04/ 1997

PRM wants nore steps taken to fight corruption

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon.- Parti Rakyat Ml aysia today urged Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to direct all Mnisters, Menteris Besar and Chief
M nisters to subnmit fresh declarations of their incones and assets.

Its president, Dr Syed Husin Ali, said in a statenent, corruption can
destroy the country and its people as seen in a nunber of nei ghbouring
countries.

Therefore any attenpt by the Governnent to control it quickly and
effectively woul d be very wel cone, he said.

He said the recent investigations by the Anti-Corruption Agency agai nst
an MB and eight State Exco nenbers indicated that the Governnent was
showi ng i ncreasing determ nation to fight corruption.

"W al so urge that the ACA be renpved fromthe PM s Departnment and put
under Parlianment with increased i ndependence, power and allocation," he
sai d.

DAP deputy chairman for the Federal Territory Wee Choo Keong, said in a
statement the party wel coned the resignation of Tan Sri Muhanmmad Muhanmmad
Tai b as Sel angor MB

"This is the nost honourable step for the MBin view of the court case
in Australia and the various investigations by the ACA " he said.

Wee al so called on the Government to amend the constitution to include
provi si ons whereby any Governnent official who is charged in court or
i nvestigated by the ACAis inmmedi ately suspended from hol di ng office until
the outcone of the trial or investigation.
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