27/ 10/ 1997
Probe into cases of |ocal authorities breaching | anws

Leong Shen-|

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - The Housing and Local Governnent M nistry has begun
i nvestigating cases of local authorities breaching laws relating to tree
felling, hill cutting and housi ng devel opnent, Deputy M nister Datuk Azmi
Khal i d sai d today.

He said his mnistry |ast week directed the Town and Country Pl anni ng
Departnent to | ook into these cases due to the worrying nunber of breaches
of the Town and Country Pl anning Act 1976 by | ocal authorities.

"These provisions are law, yet only when the Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad) points themout personally, do the authorities foll ow
them" he said when closing the Local Communities and t he Environnent
Sem nar at Shah's Village Hotel.

He said nost breaches occurred in areas such as the subm ssion of
contour plans, the felling of trees and the cutting of hills for
devel oprent proj ect s.

"Unfortunately, these things are connected to politicians and
busi nessnmen. But when it cones to the (inplenmentation of the) law, | can
only call them(politicians and busi nessnen) environnental rogues."

When asked how t he probl em of States not co-operating could be overcone,
he said many quarters, including New Straits Tinmes group editor Datuk A
Kadir Jasin through his OQther Thots columm, were already calling for an
amendnent to the Federal Constitution in crucial matters.

Kadir in his colum today had called for a reduction in the powers of
States in land and natural resources because States paid nere |lip service
to environmental conservation

Azm said: "If these suggestions are good, they could be | ooked into."

He al so criticised various government agencies, including |ocal
governnent authorities, for failing in their enforcenent duties. He said
cases of unmanned hotlines and the practice of passing the buck had
reached appal ling | evel s.

"I personally tested the enforcenent mechani smof one municipal councils
after I found its hotline unmanned when | wanted to conpl ai n about open
burning in the compound of a private bungal ow. "

He added that two other agencies also failed to act.

Al t hough Azmi naned the municipal council and the two departnments in his
speech, he asked that their names not be published.

He al so said the mnistry had made a proposal |ast nonth that all the
hotlines of critical agencies be displayed at the bottom of bill boards
al ong hi ghways and ot her public areas.

"They will be col our coded so that the public will imediately recognise
whi ch agency the hotline is for," he said, adding that the proposal had
been forwarded to Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul Halim
Ali.

It would include a nechani smwhi ch woul d nmake peopl e responsi ble for
enforcenent, thereby curbing the practice of unmanned hotlines, passing
the buck and al so ignoring conplaints which had al ready been recei ved.

On public toilets, Azm said his mnistry had just conpleted a study,
whi ch began in August, on why they were always filthy.

The study, he said, had identified several areas |ike the use of poor
qual ity equi prrent whi ch expl ai ned their deplorable state.

Various papers on the urban environnent and the role of |ocal
authorities in environmental protection were presented during the two-day



Local Conmunities and the Environment sem nar organi sed by the
Envi ronnental Protection Society of Ml aysi a.
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