24 JUN 1997
Chani - Bri dge
PROBLEMATIC |IF BRIDGE | S AT MJAR, BATU PAHAT OR PONTI AN, SAYS GHAN

JOHOR BAHARU, June 24 (Bernanm) -- Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
O hman said today that it would be problematic, especially in terns of |and
acquisition, if the Ml aysia-Indonesia bridge were to be | ocated at Miar
Batu Pahat or Pontian.

This is because the three districts had a high concentration of
| andowners who were mainly snall hol ders, he said.

"I't would be difficult to build an expressway here because there are no
large estates in those areas," said Abdul Ghani after |aunching a two-day
i nternational senminar on the | M5 GI (Ilndonesi a-Mal aysi a- Si ngapore G- ow h
Triangl e) here.

The seminar is thened "Borderless area for sustainable progress" and
jointly organised by the Asian Leadership and Strategy Institute (Asli),
Sultan Iskandar Institute (I1SI) in University Teknol ogi Ml aysia and the
Johor Corporation

Referring to suggestions for the bridge to be built in west Johor
Merlimau in Melaka, or Port Dickson, Abdul Ghani said; "W have no specific
suggestions. W leave it to the federal governnent to decide on an
appropriate location."

Last Thursday, Melaka Chief M nister Datuk Abu Zahar |snin announced
that he had directed four state departnments to run feasibility studies to
identify a suitable location for building the bridge in Ml aka

This followed Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s
announcement in Istanbul on June 15 that Indonesia had agreed to a proposed
bri dge |inking Peninsular Ml aysia and Sunatra across the Straits of
Mel aka, a mmjor trade route in Southeast Asia.

West Johor is nearest to Sumatra -- only 24 kilonetres' distance at its
near est .

There are currently a few ferry services providing transportation
across the straits from Johor, Ml aka and Pul au Pinang. -- BERNAMA
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