22/ 06/ 1997
Producti on of electric cars next nonth

Radzi Sapi ee

KUALA LUVPUR, Sat. - Malaysia's first electric car, manufactured by
Perusahaan Ot onobil Elektrik Mal aysia, will go into production next nonth,
Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd executive chairman Datuk Dr Ahmad Tajuddin Ali said

t oday.

Forty of the POEM s "sol ar babies", conprising the electric golf buggy
and kart, will be used at airports and resorts as part of a trial runto
gauge its effectiveness before full production starts.

Ahmad Taj uddi n said the conponents, conprising electrical and el ectronic
parts fromBritain and the | ocall y-made chassis and external outlay, wll
be assenbl ed here within two weeks.

An initial staff of 15 will do the assenbling at a workshop in the
Uni versiti Tenaga Nasi onal campus, he told reporters after |aunching the
Tenaga Nasi onal Cui de Book at the canpus in Kajang.

Ahmad Taj uddi n sai d he has recei ved nunerous requests from Ml aysi a
Airport Bhd and several golf resorts to participate in the trial run

Anot her 200 "sol ar babies" will be produced after the first batch and
before the end of the year to fulfil requests for the Langkaw
International Maritime and Aerospace exhibition in Decenber.

PCEM whose sharehol ders are Tenaga Nasi onal (50 per cent), Britain-
based Frazer-Nash (40 per cent), Datuk Mhd Nadzm Mhd Salleh's Conposite
Aut omati ve Research (five per cent) and Tan Sri Basir Isnail (five per
cent), is also producing electric cars and notorcycles for the foreign
mar ket .

The vehicle, known as the "city car", is expected to be nanufactured in
Mal aysia fromnext year and likely to be priced within the range of the
Per odua Kanci| (about RM28, 000 to RMB5, 000).

The electric notorcycle is expected to be manufactured at about the sane
time and will be priced conparably with the Mbddenas nati onal notorcycle.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir had given the thunbs up to the
electric vehicles, saying that, if they work well, gradually, the electric
cars will develop a new market, not just in Malaysia, but in foreign
mar kets t oo

Dr Mahathir tried out the vehicles during his visit to Frazer-Nash's
research and devel opnent centre in Britain on June 5.
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