27/ 10/ 1997
Programes for the poor to go on

Pat vi nder Si ngh

SHAH ALAM Sun - Efforts to increase the nunber of m ddl e-class Bum putera
have not affected the Governnent's programes for the poor and hardcore
poor and rural folk

Econom ¢ advi ser to the Governnment Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n sai d t hese
programres had not been affected in terns of commtnent or funds, but
woul d now be in tandemw th programes for the | ow and | ower-mn ddl e i ncone
groups.

"“I'n short, the duty and responsibility of the Governnent and its
i mpl ementing agencies will now be heavier," he said in his keynote address
at "Konvensyen Perdana Usahawan Menengah Mel ayu" organi sed by Umo Youth's
econom ¢ and entreprenuer devel opnent councils.

Dai msaid there was still a shortage of m ddle-class Ml ay
entrepreneurs. He added that this concern was voiced by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mharmad recently.

He said at present the Governnent had put mddle incone at between
RML, 000 and RMB, 000 a nonth but it would revise the figure to between
RMb, 000 and RMLO, 000 by the year 2000.

Dai msaid the Governnent's strategy to increase m ddl e-class Buni putera
was to increase the nunber of md-1evel Bum putera entrepreneurs and
pr of essi onal s.

"To be successful in business, we nust be truly interested in it and
give all our tine to it. W cannot have one foot in business and the other
el sewhere. W nust al so gat her knowl edge and learn fromothers," he said

Dai m sai d one nust not be disheartened by failures along the way and
give in easily.

"As for industries that Bumi putra entrepreneurs can go into, in ny
opi ni on, we should go into new industries or industries where we are at an
advant age, " he said, adding that involvenment in newindustries was
i nportant as there would not be too nuch conpetition. Progress may be
easi er.

Dai msaid the Government had identified the new industries as aerospace,
i nformati on technol ogy and conmputers, tel ecomruni cations, and engi neering
and had included these in the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an

He said nore Bum puteras nmust have the proper background and
professional qualifications to elevate their conpetitive edge in the open
mar ket .

( END)
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