12 CCT 1997

PROGRAMVES TO RI D STI GVAS AGAI NST DRUG ADDI CTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernanmm) --The Ml aysian Aids Council will
i mpl enent programmes to help rid of the stigna on former drug addicts
including H'V carriers.

Its president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said today that apart from
conti nuously educating the public about drug addiction, H'V and Aids, there
woul d al so be an arwarenss progranme to encourage themto interract with
ex-addi cts.

She said that because of the stigma placed on them nmany ex-addicts
refused to cone forward to speak about their experience at public awareness
progr amres.

Marina told reporters this at the second anniversary cel ebration of the
"Bakti Kasih" project organised by the Persatuan Pengasih Ml aysia at Chow
Kit, here. The programe enphasi ses on a deeper undertanding of H V and
Aids victins and forner addicts.

She said ex-addicts were also discrimnated against by the private
sector by not enploying them

Enpl oynent is a part of the rehabilitation programe, she said.

"Wthout a job there will be a vacuumin the rehabilitati on process which
can spur the ex-addicts to ruturn to their old habit."

Marina awarded nedals to six rehabilitated drug addicts at the
function.
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