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Propelling nation into I T centre of excellence (H)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Marina Tan

KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad announced today the
Nati onal | nformation Technol ogy Agenda which will propel the nation into a
centre of excellence for nultinedia technol ogy.

The Prime M nister said the agenda, thenmed "Turning Ri pples Into Tida
Waves", woul d stress the need for a bal anced devel opnent of three critical
areas - people, infostructure and applications.

One of the nost inportant tasks in the agenda, Dr Mahathir said, was the
creation of the Miultinedia Super Corridor.

"Anmong the things that we have to do in order to realise the effects of
the Informati on Technol ogy Agenda is to create a test bed, to determ ne
whet her we can actually apply information technol ogy for the devel opnent
of this country," he said after chairing the National |IT Council at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Dr Mahathir said as the admnistrative capital would |ie within the MSC
the Governnent could use the opportunity to test whether IT could be
applied in this area to the maxi mum

"The MSC is one giant test bed for the information technol ogy age. And
init will be found all the things we think will be required for a future
nmodern society - a society which is very largely based on access to
i nformati on by everyone and ease of communication not only within the area
but al so t hroughout the worl d.

"So we will provide this area with the necessary policies, the necessary
practices, the necessary |laws and the necessary physical infrastructure
relating to IT

"W will have a real Governnment functioning out of there. W will have
facilities for research and devel opnment and education in the formof the
Mul timedia University."

Expl ai ning the | T Agenda, N TC permanent secretary Tengku Datuk Mhd
Azzman Shariffadeen said it was necessary due to the MSC s linited scope
in terms of geography and national inpact.

"There should be a wi der programme, and that we have called the Nationa
I nf ormati on Technol ogy Agenda.

"It will see the nation achieving the features of a devel oped society as
defined under Vision 2020. And to achieve that we have determ ned that we
want to achieve a civil society, or if translated to Bahasa Ml aysi a,
masyar akat madani

"That civil society is fundanentally an enpowered society, a
participative society, an open society and a nore denocratic society. A
of this comes about from having better information technol ogy."

An aspect that is also inportant is the application of that technol ogy.

The NITC has identified three key initiatives to drive the agenda. These
are the I T programmes, the MSC and its flagship applications and
denonstrator applications, which was al so | aunched t oday.

These initiatives are being devel oped by the Milti medi a Devel opnent
Cor por ati on.

The seven flagship applications are smart schools, multipurpose snart
card, R&D cluster, el ectronic government, worl dwi de manufacturing web, \b
borderl ess marketing and tel enedi ci ne.

The denonstrator applications progranme is a key initiative to create IT
awar eness anong the public and to pronote its devel opnent in the country.

Denonstrator applications are snall, focused and short-termprojects



ai med at creating, devel opi ng and pronoting new applications using IT and
mul ti medi a t echnol ogy.

Anyone can participate in the programme. They nmay be | ocal individua
entrepreneurs, local private enterprises, public sector agencies,
academ a, non-profit organisations and non-governnental applications.

A five-menber Technical Review Conmittee on Denonstrator Applications
headed by Tengku Azzman, who is al so chief executive of Mnos Bhd, has
been set up.

Al so announced today was the Miltinmedia Asia 1997 conference and
exhibition on Sept 16, to be opened by Dr Mahathir.

Bearing the theme of "Myving MSC From Vision to Reality: Benchnarking
Smart Solutions,” the conference will discuss issues including those
related to security, |legal, social, comrercial, change-rel ated and
envi ronnment al concerns.

The three-day event to be held at the M nes Resort is expected to
attract about 300 conference participants and 146 exhi bitors showcasi ng
the best in international "smart applications" practices related to the
M5C and the Smart Cities.

Its groundbreaki ng cerenony on May 17 woul d be attended by
representatives of 29 | eadi ng-edge conpani es which had agreed to set up
their operations init, froma total of nobre than 900 enquiri es.

They include Fujitsu, DHL, Mtsubishi, NCR NEC, British
Tel ecommuni cati ons, Reuter, Nortel, NTT, Sienens, Sum tono, Sun
M crosystens, Sharp, HCL, Tel ekom Mal aysi a, Sapura, A ns Wrl dwi de,

Per nodal an Nasi onal Berhad, TV3, Al am Teknokrat, Renong Sol utions, 10O
Mul ti nmedi a, CSA and M nos.

"We are getting nine Ml aysian conpani es and the rest are foreign. That
is the present situation and we now have determ ned our agenda," he said.
Asked whet her Mal aysi ans coul d adapt to the IT era, Dr Mahathir said:

"I think the people of Ml aysia have becone very interested in the way
information is going to spread in the future. And they react very
intelligently - for exanple, to tel econferencing.

Dr Mahathir said the people should brace thensel ves for nore changes in
future some of which woul d be beyond contr ol

Asked whet her special concessions would be given to Bunmiputeras if the
applications at the MSC were successful and expanded nati onwi de, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"Well, we are testing this and we are giving it special consideration.
We have no quotas for Bumi puteras although it has been quite clear that
there will be Bumi putera participation. On whether the setting up of the
MSC woul d create a one country, two systemsituation, he said:

"Not exactly, but | nust admit that this is a special area. As you know,
even a free trade zone operates under a different aw fromthe rest of the
country. The general custons area has got a set of |laws but a free trade
area has a different set of |aws.

THE NATI ONAL | NFORNMATI ON TECHNOLOGY AGENDA: TURNI NG RI PPLES | NTO WAVES

* Provides an alternative economc structure to the present agricul tural
and industrial one as well as to carry the nation towards Vision 2020 and
the creation of a Masyarakat Madani (civil society);

* provides a strategy for using IT to build and devel op the nati on;

* stresses the bal anced devel opnent of three inportant, inter-rel ated
el enent s:

1) people - training individuals, groups and eventual |y society, through
formal education or informal skills devel opnent, to deal with "smart"
syst ens

2) infostructure - networks, affordable appliances and | aws/regul ations

3) applications - indigenous content devel opnent, interactivity,



enrichment systens |ike infotai nnent and edut ai nment

* WIIl succeed if its three key initiatives are successfully
i mpl enent ed:

1) IT programmes |ike the Miultinmedia Asia 1997 conference and exhi bition
fromSept 16 to 19

2) the MSC and its seven flagship applications (Smart School s,

Mul ti purpose Card, Research and Devel opnent Cluster, Electronic
Governnent, Wirl dwi de Manuf acturing Wb, Borderl ess Marketing,
Tel enedi ci ne)

3) denobnstrator applications - a bottom up approach aimng to involve
all Malaysians in the IT revolution by allow ng comunities outside the
M5C to devel op their own "mni-flagship" applications

* al so needs the participation and co-operation of the Governnent,
private sector as well as non-profit and non-governnental organisations to
succeed.

* will be nonitored and eval uated by the Know edge | nperative | ndex and
the Multicultural |ndex, both now being devel oped by the National IT
Counci| and the Economc Planning Unit of the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

( END)
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