21/ 07/ 1997

Proposal for varsity to be set up in Kedah

MALACCA, Sun. - The M C has proposed to the Governnent for the setting up
of a private university in Senbeling, Kedah.

Its president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu, also Wirks Mnister, said a
wor ki ng paper on the construction of the RML80 million university, to be
known as Maju University, had been submtted to the Educati on Depart nent
and its Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had al so been informed of
t he proposed proj ect.

He said MC, through its educational arm Maju Institute of Educationa
Devel opnent, had finalised negotiations with Bristol University in the
Uni ted Ki ngdom on educati onal co-operation and progranmes to be of fered
at the university.

"Construction work will take off as soon as approval is obtained from
the Government," he said after opening the fourth State M C convention in
Al or Gaj ah, today.

The Mnister said for a start, the university would have four faculties
- Science, Medicine, Engineering and Information Technol ogy.

He added the Kedah Governnent had agreed on a 120-hectare site for the
proposed university in Senbeling.

"W have al so signed a Menorandum of Understanding with Bri stol
Uni versity on twi nning col |l aborati ons.

"W are now waiting for the proposal to be approved,"” he added.

He al so said the university would take in between 500 and 600 students
for its first intake and that the nunber would gradually be increased to
about 4, 000.

It would cone conplete with hostels, conference centre which could
accommodat e about 3, 000 peopl e and tel e-video conferencing facilities.

Sany Vellu also said MC would work closely with MED and a Bumi putera
partner in Kuala Lunpur to help realise the setting up of the university.

"This university, like our other educational set-ups, will be open to
students of all races in the country. We will recruit Ml aysi ans as our
| ecturers.

"W will also seek assistance fromthe Bristol University and will
recruit additional nmanpower fromlndia, Philippines and Bangl adesh."

"Once we obtain the approval, construction work will take off. W expect
the project to be conpleted within two years."”

Samy Vel lu al so expressed his gratitude to the Mal acca Governnent for
approvi ng the construction of the Mnipal Medical Science College in
Sel andar.
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