30/ 10/ 1997
Proposal for sister-school programe with Bosnia

Zainul Ariffin in Sarajevo

A Sl STER- SCHOOL programme has been proposed between Mal aysi a and Bosni a-
Her zegovi na to pronote exchange progranmmes and i nteraction between pupils
and teachers of both countries.

Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said this progranme woul d
underscore Mal aysia's comm tnent to the Federati on of Bosni a-Herzegovina's
econom c, political and social needs.

He said this during his nmeeting on Tuesday with Dr Fahrudin
Ri zvanbegovi c, the country's Education, Science, Culture and Sports
Mnister. Najib was on a two-day visit, and anong the highlights of his
programe was the official opening of the Cam| Sijanic Prinmary Schoo
yesterday. The school, ravaged by the war between the Bosnian Mislins and
Bosni an Serbs which ended two years ago, was rebuilt with funds collected
from Mal aysi an pupils and teachers.

Najib said Malaysia would like to help the country rebuild its
educational system

The si ster-school progranme, simlar to the twinning of cities in
different nations, would allow pupils and teachers to interact, he said.

Ri zvanbegovi c, in acknow edgi ng Mal aysi a's assi stance, recal |l ed how
touched he was when Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad shed
tears at the | aunching of the Education Mnistry's Bosni an Educati on Fund
i n Septenber | ast year.

It was significant, he said, that the noney was collected frompupils
and teachers of all races and religions, a lesson to his people that
people of different ethinicity could live together peacefully.

As of May, the fund stood at RVMB.06 million.

The Federation of Bosni a- Herzegovi na, established followi ng the Dayton
Peace Accord two years ago, is nmade up of Bosnians, Serbs and Croats.

The war in the forner Yugoslavia had destroyed nost of the schools in
the country, anong which was the school in the Dobrinja district.

It was | ocated at the frontline and had been used by the Bosnian Muslins
as a fort to defend Saraj evo agai nst the Serbs.

The renovated school, once called Nicole Tesla, is now known as the
Canmi| Sijanic Primary School in honour of a fanmpbus Bosni a- Her zegovi na
literary figure.

Naji b said the school would be a living synmbol of Ml aysi an ki nship and
solidarity with the peopl e of Bosni a- Her zegovi na.
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