06 FEB 1997
Muhyi ddi n- Ser vi ce
PROPOCSAL TO MAKE NATI ONAL SERVI CE COVPULSORY TO ALL YQUTHS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 6 (Bernama) -- A working paper on the nationa
service for youths will be ready by the end of the nonth and presented to
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, Youth and Sports M nister
Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said today.

He said the working paper anpbng others woul d propose that national
service be made conpulsory to all youths after they conpleted their Sijil
Pel aj aran Mal aysia (SPM.

"The mnistry feels if the programme is to achieve its objective to
i ncul cate noble values in youths, it nust be nade conpul sory, not optional
with some involved and others not," he said at a news conference at his
of fice here

Muhyi ddin said the national service would involve 300,000 to 400, 000
youths a year and detailed planning, suitable programe nodul e and
infrastructure support such as nanager ands facilitators were needed

"We'll will only know whet her the inplenenting agency would be the
Youth and Sports Mnistry, Education Mnistry or Pusat |Islam after the
cabi net has discussed it or discussion with the Prine Mnister," he said.

The Mal aysi an Youth Council (MBM, neanwhile, welconmed nove by the
governnent to consider introducing national service for school |eavers in
efforts to curb social ills anbng yout hs.

Its secretary-general Saifuddin Abdullah said in a statement issued
here that it was time to try sonething new like the national service for
yout hs.

Sai fuddin said the national service should be made conpul sory for all
otherwise it would be just |ike Rakan Mida programme where only the
mnority was involved.

He said the national service should not be mlitary in nature |ike
those inplenmented in sonme countries. -- BERNAMVA
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