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Mahat hi r-Bri dge
PROPOSED BRI DGE ACROSS MELAKA STRAI TS NOT AN EXTRAVAGANCE

By: Mkhtar Hussein

| STANBUL, June (Bernamm) -- The proposed bridge across the Straits of
Mel aka |inking peninsular Ml aysia to Sumatra in Indonesia will be designed
as soon as possible to maxinmise its benefits to both countries, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today.

The prine mnister said it wuld be designed for use not only by
vehicles but also by trains and would provide a channel for power and gas
suppl y.

"If it is built, it will not only establish road and railway |inks but
may channel electricity from Sunatra to Mal aysia and nmay accomvpdate gas
pi pelines,"” he told Ml aysian journalists, here.

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mhaned
Ali, was in this historical town to attend the summit of the eight
devel opi ng nations (D 8) yesterday.

In his meeting with Indonesian President Suharto here yesterday, Dr
Mahat hir conveyed Mal aysia's aspiration to build the bridge and received
encour agi ng response from Suharto who expressed Jakarta's wllingness to
cooperate

Asked whether this would be another nega project, Dr Mahathir said: "I
don't understand this thing about nega projects. If it is done in other
countries, it appears snmall. Wen we do it, it appears big."

He said all projects planned were ainmed at devel oping the country.

"If, for exanple, | build a 100m statue of nyself and put it in the
m ddl e of Kual a Lunmpur, maybe it's an extravagance,"” he said.

He said that just like the construction of airports, the government
nust think far ahead and nake projections of the needs then.

"When we plan, we cannot plan for 1998 or 2000 but up to 2050," he
sai d.

The prinme mnister said such projects, including the bridge across the
Straits of Melaka, would be undertaken by the private sector which knew
nmor e about devel opi ng them and getting the returns.

"If we depend solely on the governnent, projects |like the Cyberjaya
intelligent city, Kuala Lunpur Gty Centre (KLCC) and Kual a Lumpur

International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang will not rise," he said
"The governnment will not take part in the construction of the bridge
It will be given to the private sector," he added.

He said a study was being conducted on the construction of the bridge,
i ncluding the | ocation.

Besides air links, peninsular Malaysia is now linked to Sumatra by
ferry service between Mel aka and Dunai. -- BERNAMA
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