04/ 06/ 1997
Proposed highway to proceed only if feasible

Cheah Chor Soo

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Science, Technol ogy and Environment M ni ster Datuk
Law Hi eng Ding said today the Governnent will ensure that the proposed
hi ghway |inking Genting Hi ghland, Fraser's Hi Il and Caneron Hi ghlands is
environnmental |y viabl e before proceeding with the project.

Stressing that it was too early to predict the outcone of the project's
Envi ronnent | npact Assessnent, he said if the project was to proceed as
pl anned, it should neet all the EIA requirenents.

Speaking at a Press conference after attending a dial ogue session with
representatives from 13 non-governnental organisations at his office, he
said the fact that the Governnent insisted on undertaking the El A study at
a high cost reflected its conmitment to preserving the environnent.

"This is the first time we are carrying out the El A study oursel ves
wi t hout engagi ng a consul tant.

"W are very denocratic and we will take note of the ElIA report before
proceeding with the project ... If we are to go on, we nust have very good
grounds to proceed," he said.

Law was earlier asked to comment if the project would go on as schedul ed
even if the EIA report proved that it was not feasible.

He al so denied that the Government would sinply call off the project due
to pressure fromindividuals and particul ar groups.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, when | aunching the
worl d's fastest nono-cable car system "The Genting Skyway" at Genting
H ghl and i n February, had maintained that the project would go on so that
the resorts woul d be accessible to all Ml aysi ans.

The Works M nistry, which is responsible for the ElA study, had been
given a RM3.5-million allocation by the Governnent to carry out the study,
whi ch upon conpl etion, will be submtted to the Environnent, Science and
Technol ogy M nistry for approval .

"W aimto nminimse the inpact on the environnent by reducing the
felling of trees and building tunnels and bridges instead of cutting the
hills.

"We take into consideration the national interest and | ong-termbenefits
to the people,” he said.

On whet her the Government had deci ded on the project's proponent, Law
replied: "We do not know yet, but we will certainly take a close | ook at
the ElI A report before nmaking a decision.”

On the | atest devel oprment in Tasik Chini, Law said he would informthe
Pahang Government on proposals made by NGOs to check the rising water
| evel of the | ake which has caused trees on the shore to die.

The Consuner Associ ation of Penang had proposed that the dam near the
estuary of Tasi k Chini, which was constructed in 1994, be denvoli shed.

"We do not know how the State Government will react to this and other
proposals. W are al so preparing a paper to explain to the Cabinet the
situation at the | ake," he said.

On the current hazy condition, Law said he was shown sone satellite
phot ogr aphs whi ch had identified some "hot spots"” in northern Johor and
certain parts of Sumatra

"W have asked the Meteorol ogical Departnment and State-|evel Departnent
of Environment to look into this problem™

On allegations nade by lorry drivers that Singapore authorities had
i ntensified checks on Mal aysi an-registered lorries to curb excessive



em ssion of black snoke, Law said he was inforned by the republic's
Envi ronnent Mnistry that "this is just a normal routine".

"There is no canpai gn going on, but on our side, we will start taking
such of fenders to court as well as inpose heavier fines of up to Rw, 000

for every offence,"” he added.
( END)
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