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Mahat hi r - bri dge
PROPCSED M SI A- | NDON BRI DGE NOT MEGA PRQJECT, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said the proposed bridge l|inking Peninsula Ml aysia with Sunmatera
could be delayed eventhough it was not considered a mega project.

He said al though the government had announced the project, it would
obviously take years before it could take off.

"We have to do the feasibility study...wrk on the design, we have to
do all kinds of things," he said at a press conference at the end of the
three-day Umo General Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here

Dr Mahathir was asked if construction of the bridge would be anobng
other projects to be re-scheduled followi ng his earlier announcenent that
three projects would be deferred in the wake of the depreciation of the
ringgit.

"That can be delayed, it doesn't nmatter but it would seem that people
object to this for other reasons which we don't understand

"Sonehow or rather, they would not like to see us build this bridge,"
he said.

"Already they are talking about this as a nega project. It's going to
cost us RVMb billion, that's not nuch because we are presently building just
one of the LRT (light rail transit) lines at a cost of RW.3 billion

"That is only about one and a half billion ringgit nore, so it is not a
nmega project.

"But of course if we go ahead with it, they are going to push down our
currency and make life difficult for us,” he said.

Dr Mahathir questioned why the critics hated Mal aysia so rmuch and
reasoned that this mght be due to it being nmuch better off than nost
countries which do not have the so-called nmega projects.

"We have done these projects all this while and the country has grown
at eight per cent, inflation rate is anong the lowest in the world at three
per cent, our conpanies are doing well," he said.

He said the nation was also harnoni ous and peaceful apart from having
political stability.

"VWhat is wong with our fundanental s? Wiy are they labelling these as
mega projects and want to prevent us fromdoing it," he asked

On a cynical note, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia was prepared to cut the
bridge into two sections if it was too |ong.

"W have already promised that we will not ever build any building
hi gher than the Sears Tower (in Chicago) but now Shanghai has got one which
is taller than us.

"I think people should be happy that we don't have the highest building
in the world," he said.

During a recent live interview with CNN, Dr Mahathir had al so been
asked about the proposed bridge, which he said would bring a |Iot advantages
such as nmaking it easier for workers to travel and encourage the setting-up
of | abour-intensive industries. -- Bernana
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