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Prosperity best way to ensure peace

I N UNDERLI NI NG i ts prosper-thy-nei ghbour approach, Ml aysia has again
shown that it is fully commtted to work together with its "nei ghbours”
for nmutual benefit. This approach has proven to be beneficial for regiona
stability; Asean is a case in point where a conmtnent to cooperation and
col l aboration has in the last 30 years at first reduced and then elimnate
the risks of confrontation and conflict within the region. The pursuit of
thi s phil osophy by the nenber countries has al so seen Myanmar and Laos

j oining the fold.

However the term "nei ghbour" does not only refer to contriies in Asean
or South-East Asia; it also covers the entire devel oping world - the so-
called South. In Asean's case, closer collaboration with other regiona
groupings in Asia, Africa and Latin Anmerica have produced substanti al
results. By prospering its nei ghbour, Asean has al so prospered and is
today one of the nobst dynami c groupings in the world. Ml aysia too has
made great strides in this context. For instance, since introducing the
bil ateral paynments arrangenent schene in the late 1980s to facilitate
trade with devel oping countries, total trade with the South has increased
by over three-fold. Areflection of the success of this policy of helping
each other to progress is the fact that Ml aysia has in recent years been
receiving a steady stream of |eaders and busi nessnmen from ot her devel opi ng
countri es.

However, at times there is nore reason for Malaysia to hel p out. Bosnia
and Herzegovi na, for exanple, requires and deserves all the assistance it
can get to rebuild its econony. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, after all, was the biggest and often | one voi ce condeming the
atrocities perpetrated during the civil war in the Bal kan region, while
the US, the powerful members of the UN Security Council, Nato and t he West
in general sinply stood and watched the carnage. Malaysia's comitment to
see political stability, econom c renai ssance and social justice in the
Bal kan state has never changed. In fact, Dr Mahathir stressed this week
the need for the "fragile peace" that has been established in Bosnia and
Her zegovina to be nurtured to beconme a genui ne and durable one. Wile the
Dayt on Peace Accord is a good basis to start from it is not w thout
shortcom ngs. A genuine spirit of give-and-take can help to bring the
peopl es of Bosnia and Herzegovina together. It is also inportant to ensure
that the horrors and atrocities are not repeated.

This woul d summon the full est cooperation fromthe internationa
community, especially fromthe econom ¢ superpowers. As for Ml aysia,
whi ch has pl edged econom c assistance in the formof engaging its private
sector in "whatever reconstruction projects" that need to be done, the
formati on of the consortiumto look into this is in part the fulfil nent of
this promise. But then thereis alinmt to what a snmall, devel opi ng
country like Malaysia can do for a nation which has just energed from four
| ong years of war and destruction. Wthout the commtnment and assi stance
fromother countries, especially Bosnia and Herzegovi na's own nei ghbours,
the reconstruction would take a longer tine than is necessary.

It is perhaps tinely for the European thensel ves to adopt the prosper-

t hy- nei ghbour policy. For a group of nations that has been so successf ul
in establishing an econonic fortress that is the European Union (EU) and
are in the process of inplenenting the revol utionary single currency

system under the European Monetary Union, it was a shanme that Europe was



powerl ess to stop the Bal kan war. Here then is an opportunity to put this
failure behind them The EU nust seize the chance by using its enornous
reserves to help ensure that Bosnia and Herzegovi na prospers. Prosperity
is the surest way to safeguard peace and a lasting stability and well -
being in that region will benefit Europe first, then the other parts of
the worl d, including Ml aysia.
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