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PROTON CAR PRQIECT TO COVME UP | N ANDRA PRADESH

By: Mahesh Prasad

NEW DELHI , Cct 28 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysian Wrrks Mnister Datuk Seri S
Sany Vellu has said that the Ml aysian cabinet had decided that Proton nust
set its car plant in Andra Pradesh state, putting at rest specul ation on
the | ocation of the proposed project in India.

Sany Vellu, who was in the Andra capital of Hyderabad yesterday, told
newsnmen that another team conprising high |evel engineers would visit the
Andra town of Visakhapatnam to conduct further studies, says a report in
the business daily, the Financial Express.

The Proton car conpany, which was examining the feasibility of setting
up the project in India for sone time with a possible location in Tanil
Nadu had started thinking of Andra Pradesh as the location after its Chief
M ni ster, N Chandrababu, held a nmeeting with Ml aysian Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Subsequently, two teans from Proton have already nmade trips to the
state to study a possible |ocation.

Prom sing to cooperate with the state not just in setting up road
projects, but also ports, nmega townships and airport projects, Dr Mihathir
was quoted by the paper as saying that Andra Pradesh would soon be on par
with many devel oped countries with the progressive ideas of Chief Mnister
Nai du

Sanmy Vel lu, who has held discussions with the Indian Surface Transport
M nister T.G Venkatraman in New Del hi, said that the Indian governnent had
proposed several expressway projects to be taken up on a
gover nment -t o- governnent basis by the two countries with the participation
of the private sector.

Two of these, totalling over 100km are the Hyderabad-Vijayawada
H ghway project and Madras-1chhapuram project in Andra Pradesh.

A team of Mal aysi an engi neers would soon be coming to India to conduct
feasibility studies for these projects, the Mnister said.

He said that the Indian governnent's proposal on road toll charges
woul d be attractive to the private sector. -- BERNAMA
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