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Proton nust be grateful to pioneers

A. Kadir Jasin

A DECADE and one million cars | ater Perusahaan O onopbil Nasi onal Berhad,

or in short Proton, has indeed cone a |ong way. Proton has becone a
househol d nane and the national car project precipitated the
transformation of the country's industrialisation policy. It gives neaning
to the Mal aysi a bol eh (Mal aysi a can) sl ogan.

Ten years is not long in the autonotive industry. But for a devel opi ng
econony, a decade is a |long enough for a venture to be considered
f easi bl e.

Also, in a rapidly devel opi ng econony |ike ours, many nore things happen
in a decade than in a mature econony; too nmany perhaps for people to
remenber and put themin perspective.

Therefore, it should not cone as a surprise if nany of today's Proton
managers and workers are not fully aware of the early days of the project.

As Proton celebrates the rolling-out of its one mllionth unit this
week, it is inportant to remnd its owners, nanagers and workers of the
birth pangs it went through and the sacrifices made to build Proton into
what it is today.

They must recogni se the sufferings and sacrifices of these pioneers even
whil e enjoying the rewards and the glory of being new Proton owners and
menbers of the Proton team

I am not suggesting that the Governnent and the mass nmedia are wong in
putting the new Proton boss, Tan Sri Yahaya Ahnad, on the pedestal. Nobody
can doubt his acadeni ¢ and busi ness credentials, and his prowess as
ent r epr eneur - manager .

But certain things have to be put in perspective before we can truly
j udge Yahaya, his managers and workers.

Prom nent anmpong these is the fact that Yahaya di d not experience the
birth pain of Proton. Neither did he put in billions of ringgit of seed
money into the venture nor suffer political pillory.

But the then 2M Gover nnent (Mahathir-Misa) did face stiff opposition and
outright ridicule when it nooted the idea in the early 1980s.

Some political observers later made the claimthat it was fromthis
project that they first detected the rift between Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Tan Sri Miusa Hitam
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