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PM Tackl e corruption quickly, decisively (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Umo celebrated its 51st anniversary today with
anot her rem nder by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad t hat
its menbers should work hard to hel p check social problens, especially
corruption.

The Prime M nister said although corruption had not reached a critica
stage, the Governnent was determned to tackle it before the situation got
wor se.

He said the Governnent feared that the people could one day accept
corruption as part and parcel of the local culture. Therefore, it had to
be tackl ed qui ckly and deci sively.

Dr Mahathir said this in his speech at the end of a forumheld at the
Putra World Trade Centre to nark the party's 51st anniversary today.
Earlier, Dr Mahat hir opened the Umo gallery at the PWC | obby.

He said Mal aysia was fortunate because corruption had not reached a
| evel which nmade it difficult to overcone.

He said corruption should not be allowed to reach a | evel where it would
no | onger be regarded as an "under the table" activity but accepted as a
practi ce.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had i ssued repeated warni ngs and
reminders to the people to help check corrupt practices anong | eaders and
governnent of ficials.

The Prime M nister's points reinforced his statenents nade yesterday on
the sane subject. After chairing the Umo suprene council neeting, Dr
Mahat hir had said that the party woul d not tolerate or protect those
i nvolved in corruption, regardl ess of their positions in the party or
Gover nment .

He al so said the party would be firmin dealing with those involved in
corrupt practices, irrespective of their status, even if it involved
friends and whether they were high or | ow ranking officials.

Dr Mahathir said a failure to tackle corruption and other social ills
such as bohsia and | oafing at the early stage would result in their
becom ng nmaj or probl ens.

"As a doctor, | should know ... if aleg is bad, we have to anputate it
slightly at the top, not at the bottom" he said.

Dr Mahathir used a conmon phrase - bisa diatur (can be arranged) - to
hi ghlight the corruption issue. The phrase is conmmonly used when there is
a problemto be overconme and this is usually acconpani ed by certain
financi al conpensati on.

Al so present at the forumwere Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Al
deputy Umo president and Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail, Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di,
Wanita chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man and suprene council nenbers.

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded nmenbers on the need to maintain the unity and
spirit which had enabl ed the party's foundi ng nenbers to oppose the
Mal ayan Uni on and hel p end col oni ali sm

He said they defeated the British who had just energed victorious in
World War 11. He said Umo pioneered the struggle to secure independence
wi t hout using arms but through their unity and spirit.

He said nenbers should reflect on the party's history as it served as a
guide for themto forge ahead and face the many chal |l enges.

"We defeated them (British) through our spirit and unity ... we have to



protect Umo forever as our struggle is not finished,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said while the spirit and struggle of Umo remai ned, they
were nodi fied to keep abreast of devel opnent.

He said the focus of Umo's struggle was nowto fulfil the goal of
i ndependence whi ch was to nake Ml aysia a devel oped nation in line with
Vi si on 2020.

This was to ensure Mal aysi ans, especially the Ml ays and Bumi put er as,
were on par with the other races, he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said Malaysia's international standing would be
enhanced if the country achieved its goal of being a devel oped nation by
2020 and becane a "gi ant country".

"When we are a giant, we do not have to shout as other countries wll
listen and learn fromus to acquire the know dege and expertise we have."

Al ready, Dr Mahathir said, sone African heads of governnment whom he net
during his recent visit to the region said terina kasih at the end of
t heir speeches.

He said, however, Mal aysians would have to acquire the know edge and
skills if they wanted to be on par with the devel oped world and attain
i nternational recognition

Mal ays and Bum putera had the ability to acquire the know edge and
skills provided they were given the opportunity and willing to work hard,
he sai d.

The forum Pengki sahan Sejarah Umo - Kej ayaan dan Cabaran (The History
of Umo's Struggles - Success and Chal | enges), was organi sed by Umo
Yout h.
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