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PM Discipline will see us through (HL)

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad,
calling for strategic thinking and di scipline anong Ml aysi ans, today
asked the people to give the Government's econonic strategy a chance to
succeed.

He said he was trying to think strategically about the country's
econom ¢ and financial market but has not yet devised a good strategy.

"But | know one thing. If we panic and we | ose our discipline, we
Mal aysians will suffer. We may not recover, whatever the strategy we nay
choose to inpl enment.

"But if we retain our conposure and we are disciplined in inplenmenting
even a strategically weak plan, we will succeed if not fully, at |east
partly. And as we go along, we will make the necessary adjustnents, and we
will recover," he said.

Speaki ng when openi ng an MCA sem nar on strategic thinking, he said the
Governnent "is indulging in strategic thinking at the nonent".

"W may cone up with a solution soon. Gve the solution a chance and, by
the Grace of God, we will overcone,"” he told the 1, 000-plus participants
who attended t he one-day sem nar

Meeting reporters later, he criticised those who took a negative view
for the sake of being negative.

"I'n Mal aysi a, whatever we propose, there will be people who say it's
wong. For anything. If you go left, they say you should go right. You go
right, they say go left. That is Ml aysia," he said.

But he said he was now nore confident that the strategy which is being
fornmulated will be well-received by the mgjority though "as usual, there
will be people who will just conplain”.

Dr Mahathir had received a standi ng ovati on and rousi ng appl ause at the
openi ng cerenmony when MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, in his
speech, expressed confidence in his | eadership

Earlier, in delivering the keynote address, Dr Mhathir spoke about the
strat egi es which have put the country on the devel opnent path.

O fering his own definition of strategy - "A strategy is a set of
approaches towards achi eving an objective" - he said a country can be
devel oped i n many ways.

"But | amnot attracted to the passive kind. There is too nuch
uncertainty in passivity," he said.

On race relations, he said the strategy adopted was "to nmake everyone a
little bit unhappy with his | ot by denying everyone sone things which he
want s" because it's inpossible to give everybody everyt hi ng.

He reasoned that at worse, everyone w |l gang up agai nst the Governnent,
a nove which would bring themcloser together. At best, they would realise
that others are al so not too happy and get sonme satisfaction.

"What ever the reason, racial problens and antagoni smhas not pl agued
this country and hanpered devel opnent since the 1969 race riots. Maybe our
strategy was right, | don't know, " he said.

On economic equitability, he said the strategy was the New Economi c
Policy which allowed for |limted disparities (between the rich and poor)
in aregulated free market.

Communi sm and soci ali smwhich took fromthe rich to distribute equally
to the poor, he said, had only made the country poor, backward and
unhappy.



But absolute freedomin a totally free market led to extrene disparities
and unhappi ness.

"The NEP is as nmuch a strategy for achieving political stability and to
overcone econoni ¢ and social inequities within the nmulti-racial society.

"Al'l these are to be achieved not by a process of robbing the rich to
give to the poor but by creating opportunities and training the have-not
Bum puteras to acquire the wealth and the social position which the non-
Bum put eras appear to be enjoying," he said.

In politics, Dr Mahathir said working together rather than fighting each
other was the sinple strategy of the Barisan Nasional.

But many countries, he said, preferred an "all or nothing" mndset which
meant fighting and often destroying the prize fought for.

In summ ng up, he said "strategic thinking is very nuch common-sense
t hi nki ng".

It focuses on achieving the target set, by the best route possible which
may be the shortest or a roundabout path.

Lateral thinking, he said, was also essential to strategic thinking.

He gave the exanple of Malaysia's tax strategy which abolished taxes on
| uxury goods.

Yet governnent revenue rose because this ended snuggling and boosted
profits of conpani es which paid tax.

"This does not hurt the people, does not alienate them contributes to
econom ¢ growt h and i ncreases governnent revenue. The approach is latera
in a very radical way," he said.

G ving anot her exanple, he said | aws are notoriously incapable of
forcing the use of any |anguage.

But the language will spread if its speakers are successful.

( END)
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