27/ 09/ 1997

Public apathy towards air quality depl orable

LACK OF CIVIC-CONSCI OQUSNESS ... As the country struggles to get the haze
probl emunder control with 1,018-strong Mal aysian firefighting team

depl oyed to Sumatra to battle the forest and peat fires there, on the hone
ground the apathy is appalling.

In Terengganu, New Straits Tines photographer Shahrizal M Noor captured
the picture of thick, yellow sh smoke emtting froma brick-making factory
at Lingai, |ocated al ong Jal an Kual a Ter engganu- Kot a Bar u.

A passer-by who declined to be identified said despite the plea fromthe
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad for factories emtting thick
snmoke to co-operate, the Lingai Bata factory appeared to be adopting a
tidak apa attitude.

"Not only are sone factories still stubborn, sone individuals are seen
burning dried | eaves and rubbish in the open," she said.

Li ngai Bata factory managenent coul d not be reached.

Yest erday, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahrmad when asked whet her
any action would be taken by the local authorities against irresponsible
i ndividuals, said they were nonitoring the situation closely and war ni ngs
woul d be issued first.

Some nmenbers of the public have conpl ai ned about the |ack of informaton
regardi ng the haze situation.
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