06 COCT 1997
Haze- Moni t or
PULAU PI NANG DCE WLL OPEN UNTIL M DNl GHT TO MONI TOR HAZE

PULAU PI NANG, Cct 6 (Bernamm) -- Wth the haze back over Pul au Pinang
after a few days' respite, the Departnment of Environnent (DOE) office here
has been directed to remain open until mdnight, fromtoday, to monitor the
si tuation.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the state operations room
closed a few days back, would also reopen if the situati on worsened.

Al though the Air Pollutant Index (APl) reading was within the tol erable
| evel, the state governnent would continue to nonitor the devel opnent, he
told a news conference, here.

He said that with the APl rising in the southern part of the peninsula
and the state governnent was naki ng arrangenents for action should the
situation warrant it.

However, Dr Koh hoped that the situation would not deteriorate to the
alert stage, as had occurred on Sept 27 when the APl reading rose to 363.

Dr Koh lift the alert order two days ago when the haze cleared as the
wi nd changed direction.

However, according to reports from the Meteorol ogical Services
Department, the southeasterly w nds which had brought the haze from Sumatra
and Kal i mantan woul d agai n bl ow t owar ds Mal aysi a.

As at 3pm today, the APl reading for Seberang Perai was 37 which is
rated good.

Earlier, Dr Koh, also the state Brisan Nasional |eader and Gerakan
vi ce-president, expressed full support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad for his efforts in national devel opnent, particularly in
t he econonic sector.

He said the state government fully supported the prine mnister and was
behind the federal governnment in its efforts to stabilise the econony.

The foreign nedia attack on Dr Mahathir was w thout basis, he added. --
BERNAMA
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