03/ 05/ 1997
PM Ties with Mal awi woul d strengthen further

Azmi M Anshar in Blantyre (Ml awi)

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad said he was optimstic that Ml aysi a- Mal aw
relati ons woul d strengthen further in the socio-economnic, education,
agriculture and other fields.

The Prime M nister said the strong bonds forged as a result of the
exchange of bilateral visits would remain

Speaking at a State banquet held in his honour, Dr Mahathir said: "There
is optimsmin both our countries that we will be able to realise
collaboration in matters relating to soci o-econoni c devel opnent,
education, agriculture and other fields."

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia al so realised that geographi cal distance,
cultural and other differences should not be a constraint on the
devel oprent of closer ties with other countries, including Ml aw .

He then expl ai ned why he al ways brought al ong a strong busi ness
contingent in his state or working visits abroad. Dr Mahathir said he
found that the co-operation between the private sectors brought about a
new di mensi on, dynam smand nonentumto bilateral ties.

The Prime M nister said: "They often set a pace that cannot be easily
pl anned and executed by governnents."

He said the presence of Ml aysi an businessnen in his entourage was to
hel p encourage nore such networking with the private sector in Ml aw .

The joint venture between Tel ekom Mal aysi a and the Mal awi Post and
Tel ecommuni cation Corporation 1995 was, for instance, a source of
encour agenment for further coll aboration.

These joint ventures, Dr Mahathir said, can be largely realised through
good networ ki ng between the private sectors of both countries.

"Alittle encouragenent fromthe Governnment, however, is essential and
amgl ad this has been forthconing," he said.

Mal awi , thanks largely to Tel ekom Mal aysi a, was not an unknown country
in Mal aysi a, he said.

"The facility of the English | anguage and the desire of the Ml aysian
and Mal awi an peopl es to advance econonically,” he said, "offers us
opportunities to | ook ahead and achi eve co-operation."

Val uing the access Ml aysi a established with Malawi, Dr Mahathir said
whi |l e Mal aysi a and Mal awi were separated by seem ngly great geographica
di stance, this has been nore than adequately conpensated by strong mutua
regard, goodwi |l and friendship between the two peopl es.

Dr Mahathir said the visit to Mal aysia of Mal awi president Dr Bakil
Mul uzi in Septenber 1996 had al so hel ped the two countries to focus on
conpl enentary potenti al s.

On a governnent-to-governnent | evel, he said Ml aysia sought through
various nmechanisns to i npart know edge, expertise and technol ogy to ot her
Sout h countri es.

Since 1990, he said 42 Mal awi ans had visited Ml aysi a under sone of
t hese programmes and hoped nmore will benefit from Mal aysi a's Techni cal Co-
operati on Programe.

"Wt are glad that the days of concentration and conflict are largely
over in the southern African region," he said.

The countries in the region are noving towards cl oser co-operation
t hrough their nenbership and participation in the Southern African
Devel opnent Community," he said.

"I amconfident that with the stable political and econom ¢ environnent



prevailing in the region," he said, "the kind of co-operation that
Mal aysi a and Mal awi have established can be extended to include certain
regions.”
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