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PM Probl ens over Wodl ands, Tanjung Pagar

Azm M Anshar; Sharif Haron

KOTA TINGG, Thurs. - For the first tine, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
has discl osed the problenms the Governnment faced in sone of its dealings
wi th Singapore, particularly in giving up the Mal aysi an Naval Base in
Whodl ands and being pressured to do the sane for its railway land in
Tanj ung Pagar .

The Prime M nister reveal ed how Singapore raised the rent for the nava
base in the republic's attenpt to take the |land away from Ml aysi a.

He al so spoke of how Mal aysi a eventual |y surrendered the base willingly
to the republic to maintain friendly ties although Mal aysia had the right
to own the base

"But they raised the rent and they posed problens for us. W stil
handed over the base. They wanted the base so we gave it up."

As for the Tanjung Pagar railway station |land, Dr Mahathir said the
Governnent al so faced problenms trying to retain ownership of the area

He said al though Mal aysi a retai ned ownership of the railway |and for 999
years, Singapore was pressuring the Governnent to give it up by various
means, whi ch he did not el aborat e.

"There are many problens with the railway I and,"” he told reporters
tonight after touring the Sebana Resort, about 80 kilonmetres from here.

"Only the Governnent knows this problemand we don't tell it to the
peopl e because we want to maintain good ties with Singapore. But since you
asked, | have to relate it."

El aborating further on the problenms with Singapore, Dr Mahathir said
there were always nmatters which hindered the Government from forgi ng good
relations with the republic.

"Sonetimes they utter something, sonetinmes they do other things... al
sorts of things... no need for ne to say it.

"We find it difficult to be friends although we want to be friends. W
try hard to be friends but sonetinmes with Singapore, it is very difficult
to be friends."

On Si ngapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s di sparagi ng conments on
Johor which were nade in a sworn affidavit and what Lee's notives were, Dr
Mahathir said it was Lee's effort to prove that Johor "was not the place
for soneone to save thensel ves”

"But Singapore is no safer than Johor," he said. "I am convinced that
Lee did not believe that his affidavit would be exposed to the people of
Mal aysi a. Neverthel ess, he should not have stated those words al t hough he
didit privately.

"To put it in an affidavit, it becones official."

Brushi ng asi de the suggestion that Lee's statenent was a "cheap shot",
Dr Mahathir reiterated that Lee did not realise that his affidavit woul d
be exposed.

"He didn't know," he said. "He thought that he was writing sonething
private.'

Dr Mahat hir debunked the theory that Lee calcul atively nade the
statement to di scourage Singaporeans and foreigners from shopping in Johor
in order to save Singapore's |anguishing retail trade.

"I don't think so," he said in dismssing the theory. "His effort to win
conpensation fromhis defamation suit in the mllions of dollars was his
intention."

Dr Mahathir said there was very little the Governnent could do to



i nprove ties with the republic but what Singapore could do was not to nake
remar ks agai nst Ml aysi a.

"Don't say that we do not practise nmeritocracy when we know that there
is no neritocracy in Singapore,” he said. "Only certain people are
di scri nm nat ed agai nst.

"When the sane people can achieve a |lot of things in Malaysia, why is it
that they cannot do the same in Singapore. But that is what is happening."”
Dr Mahat hir advi sed Singaporeans to | ook at thenmsel ves and not accuse
Mal aysia as a place for car-jackers and utter other hurtful words.

"It is not nice," he said. "You want to be friends, you say nice
things."
( END)
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