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Pur sui ng smart partnerships

THE Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue, the forumthat began the search by
the South for win-wi n-wi n conbi nati ons and smart partnerships, is here
again. This is the third time Malaysia is hosting the dial ogue, which
gathers corporate | eaders fromnultinational corporations, scholars as
wel | as governnent | eaders and officials fromthe South, in an endeavour
to close the gap within the South and, to an extent, between the South and
the North. It is a platformfor Ml aysia to explain what Ml aysi a

I ncorporated is all about, while it in turn | earns what rmakes ot her
countries and conpanies tick. As in past dial ogues, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, who opened the LID 97 last night, is again
expected to be very involved fromstart to finish

His interest reflects the inportance Mal aysia attaches to the LID. The
presence of heads of governnents fromseveral countries shows that
Mal aysia is not alone in wanting to devel op synergi es between countries
and their conpanies. Mstaken initially for a tal k-shop for poor
countries, the LID, the Third Wrld' s answer to the Davao di al ogue in
Switzerl and, has grown both in dinmension and credibility to becone a
meeting point for those who seek to inprove ties between devel opi ng
countries beyond the conventi onal neans.

Through the LID, participants have been nade nore aware of how little
t hey know each other and how nuch potential there is for their countries
or conpanies to nerge resources for nmutual benefit. At governnental |evel
the Langkawi Di al ogue has inspired | eaders in Southern Africa to hold a
simlar dialogue. In March this year, the inaugural Southern Africa
I nternational D al ogue was convened i n Bot swana and the results have been
nmost encouragi ng. Dr Mahathir was invited as a special guest at the SAlID
whi ch saw the participating countries reache a resolve to hold nore such
di al ogues. At the nmicro | evel, conpani es have begun to realise the
potential for cooperation and sone have identified joint venture projects.
Part ner shi ps have been struck between conpanies fromthe sanme country and
across borders.

However, as Dr Mahathir said in his opening address yesterday, there are
still partnerships in the world - at the very highest |evel of
international gathering at that - that are not too smart. The Prine
M nister said that even at the Wrld Trade Organisation (WO |evel, there
is forced partnership between rich and poor, with the poor being forced to
accept the terns and conditions inposed by the rich. At the Asia Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) sone years ago, there were attenpts to create
what the richer nmenber countries called "a level playing field". In the
United Nations, of course, permanent nenbers of the Security Council have
veto powers to rule out anything the majority decides.

At the WIQ for exanple, it is regarded fair and proper for the powerful
corporations and banks of devel oped nations to conpete with the puny
i ndustri es and banks of poor devel opi ng countries. The poor countries nust
open up their markets to the rich because the rich are prepared to open up
their markets to the poor. That the poor countries have no products to
sell to the rich, nor banks nor industries to take advantage of the
markets of the rich is considered irrelevant. The WO has al so been the
pl atform where attenpts were nade by the richer nenbers to link trade and
| abour rights, human rights and Mot her Nature's rights.

The search for smart partnerships is still at a very early stage and



fortunately, the LIDis not the only forumwhere it is being sought.
Posi tive changes are being pursued at the UN, with the recent reforns
announced by its secretary-general Kofi Annan. At Apec and the WIQ
Mal aysi a and ot her devel opi ng countries have found the ability to speak
with one voice to pronmote their interests. But at the sane tine, sone
countries will not stop forcing their own brand of partnership upon
others, demanding all for the little they give. In viewof this, the LID
has become even nore rel evant today and the pursuit for smart partnerships
has to be intensified.
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