28/ 09/ 1997
PM South must foster solidarity

A. Kadir Jasin in Havana

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, who on Friday was awar ded
Cuba' s hi ghest award, has call ed on devel oping countries to foster
solidarity.

Only by doing so could they hope to successfully confront the rapidly
changi ng ci rcunstances brought about by globalisation and |iberalisation
of the econony.

Speaki ng at the cerenony where he received the Order of Jose Marti award
fromPresident Fidel Castro, Dr Mahathir said the task of nationa
devel oprment was daunting for devel opi ng countries.

"We are confronted with rapidly changing circunstances in which the
gl obal, political and econom c environnents are sel domsensitive to our
particul ar needs and interests.

"Wth the trend towards gl obalisation and liberalisation of the world
econony gai ni ng nmomrentum we have to |l earn not only to adapt to such
devel opnents but also to deal with the inmposition of the ever-increasing
conditionalities by those in position of power and influence in the
i nternational arena

"The rich and powerful continue to dictate and to seek control ."

The Order of Jose Marti is naned after Cuban revol utionary | eader Jose
Marti, who died fighting the Spaniards in 1895 at the age of 42. The award
is given to foreign | eaders of distinction.

According to the citation read out at the cerenony, Dr Mahathir was
gi ven the honour as a recognition of his statesmanship and for dedicating
his life to ensuring the well-being of his people, and for uphol ding ideas
that made hi mtranscend the borders of his own country.

It recognised his role in strengthening unity anong Sout heast Asi an
nations, for devel opi ng co-operation anong countries of the South, and for
forging a conmon front against political, econom c and cultura
hegenoni es.

The cerenony was held at the Revol ution Pal ace, the office of the Cuban
Presi dent .

Dr Mahathir said weak nations were alnost helpless in turning the tide
i ndividually. He went on to urge nations which were victins of such
policies to foster solidarity in order to be able to use their collective
weight to west the right to influence policies and decisions that
af fected t hem prof oundl y.

He cited how currency mani pul ators had brought about disastrous
consequences to the econom es of Sout heast Asian countries by w ping out
decades of hard work by their peoples.

"The South nust therefore stand together in a strong united front.
bel i eve t hat wherever possible, in the Non-Aligned Movenent and in the
United Nations, we nust speak out agai nst such injustices.

"Devel opi ng countries nmust not be dictated to. The goal - post nust not be
all oned to be changed every tine to the advantage of the rich and
power ful . "

He t hanked his host for the honour and recognition and went on to
express the hope of wel com ng the Cuban President in Ml aysia.

Present at the cerenpny were Mal aysian Mnisters, officials and nenbers
of the business del egati on, Cuban Mnisters and representatives of foreign
Governnents in Cuba

( END)






	PM: South must foster solidarity (NST 28/09/1997)

