25/ 08/ 1997
Race carnival a good way to cel ebrate: PM

M chel | e Shear es
THE 300km Mer deka Day Race carnival is a good way of cel ebrating Merdeka
Day, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d yesterday.

"I think it is a very good way to cel ebrate Merdeka Day because to a
|l arge extent it is evidence of the success and progress Ml aysi a has
achi eved since its i ndependence 40 years ago,"” he said after flagging off
the racers at the Shah AlamBatu Tiga race circuit yesterday.

The event, organi sed by SAMP Sdn Bhd, is the npst excl usive notorsports
event featuring the national car.

He added that nmuch has changed fromthe past, when no one woul d have
dream of a race involving "our own Mal aysi an nade cars".

"Today if you | ook, they sound |ike Fornula One (racing cars). Even if
they are not Forrmula One, they sure sound like it," he said, inreply to
reporters questions on what he thinks of the race.

On international tal k about Proton going into Fornula One racing and car
rallies, he said: "No, | don't think it is just Proton. A nunber of people
are interested and they are worki ng together.

"Proton and others including Petronas as well are working together for
us to | earn about and get technol ogy regarding racing cars and racing
engi nes," he said.

On whether he saw a growi ng i nterest outside Ml aysia on Proton cars, Dr
Mahat hir said, "There is a lot of interest, but we have to produce them at
a reasonable price. Then | amsure we will be able to conpete in the
i nternational market," he said.

"Proton is doing its best to bring the cost down and I am sure not |ong
nmore, our conpetitiveness will be there. At the sane time we will maintain
and even inprove its quality. The quality of our cars is the sane as
ot hers, but we nust nake sure we maintain it.

"Ri ght now we are not conpetitive in ternms of price. W are conpeting
with the Koreans for exanple, they are sonehow or ot her cheaper than us,”
he sai d.

On what will becone of the Batu Tiga circuit once the Formula One
circuit in Sepang is ready in 1999, Dr Mahathir said the state government
will repossess the | and.

(END)



	Race carnival a good way to celebrate: PM (NST 25/08/1997)

