30/ 04/ 1997

Raci ng towards Vi sion 2020

IT my seemlike a marathon to many, but Malaysia's race to its econom c
future - to the finishing tape waiting in the year 2020 - is also a 100-
metre dash. The devel oped countries of today, took the better part of a
century, sonetimes nore, before to achieve full industrialisation. Trying
to do what they did in nerely 29 years (fromthe tinme Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | aunched the Vision 2020 on February 28, 1991)

is, therefore, very anbitious. Not surprisingly, many have thought it

qui te i npossi bl e.

It is even nore challenging for Ml aysi a because Vi sion 2020 is not just
about econom ¢ expansi on but about striking a bal ance between material and
spiritual growth. It is about being devel oped without falling into the
"dark hol e" that many devel oped countries have di ssapeared into. The
Vision is about a devel oped Mal aysia minus the noral decadence, free of
corruption and soci al breakdowns, away fromlife's ills that take the form
of unenpl oynent, honel essness, disrespect for elders and the death of the
famly unit. If it is just econonmic targets that Ml aysia is concerned
about, everything seens to be on course. As Dr Mahathir reported, the
Gross Donmestic Product (CGDP) growh in the first six years since the
Vi sion was 8.6 per cent, higher than the targeted growth of 7 per cent a
year. The econony has al so enjoyed nore than full enploynent. Walth has
not just trickled down, but has spread and perneated every stratumof the
soci ety. Poverty has been al nost conpl etely eradi cated and i ncones have
i ncreased. Wthout having to resort to industrial action, wages have risen
ane even doubled in many cases. And inflation has remai ned | ow.

But does Mal aysia want to be a wasteful consunmer society where unbridl ed
materialismruns riot? Certainly not, if Mal aysians are at all |earning
fromthe negative effects of material devel opment wi thout sufficient nora
and spiritual acconpaninment. Which is why the Prime Mnister's rem nder -
that Mal aysians not fall victimto the pursuit of becom ng a devel oped
society - istinely, even if there is still alnpst a generation to go
bef ore 2020. Ml aysi ans must ensure that there is a correct bal ance
between material and spiritual devel opnent as they are not just pursuing
econom ¢ weal th but al so wagi ng a war agai nst poverty, social ills and
drug addi ction. As nost devel oped countries are already plagued wth
negative el enents that conme al ongsi de with devel opnent and noder ni sati on,
Mal aysia has a lot to | earn, and preparation to make prior to joining the
group of elite nations by the year 2020.

What is clear is that the march towards 2020 is already bringing drastic
changes to Mal aysians' way of life. Not all of themgood, though. Even as
we put the finishing touches to the tallest towers in the world, one of
the nobst nodern airports in the region, and arguably the nost anbitious
mul ti medi a proj ect anywhere, society is still grappling for answers to
br oken honmes and abandoned babi es, the disintegration of famly ties and a
drug problem This is why Dr Mahathir stressed that Ml aysi ans need to
resolve to take giant steps towards the social agenda, towards ensuring a
fully caring society and a caring culture founded on a strong and
resilient fanmily system In the com ng years under the Vision, Mlaysia
needs to guard agai nst corruption, social breakdowns and noral decadence.

The peopl e should not forget for a noment the political agenda set out
in Vision 2020 - a united Ml aysi an nation and a devel oped and nature
denocratic society. As the Prime Mnister said, nassive and rapid is a



wonderful buffer. "Like ariver in flood, it hides the rocks on the river
bed." The nessage is Ml aysi ans nust never be conplacent; a united nation
is the foundati on on which the Mal aysian house is built. If we are

di sunited and at odds with each other, all that we have done will cone to
nought. As in the 100-netre dash, Ml aysians will need power and speed to
surge ahead; and as in a marathon, which is what the pursuit to 2020 al so
is, Malaysia needs the stamina, tactical superiority and consistency to
finish the race.

( END)



	Racing towards Vision 2020 (NST 30/04/1997)

