28/ 12/ 1997

Rafi dah: I'min touch with Wanita grassroots

Q Do you have any groom ng secrets?

A. Just Pond's cl eansing cream soap and water to wash ny face, and a
L' oreal face cream... very cheap. It seens to be working very well for
me. | cut nmy own hair, | don't go to hairdressing salons. My tailor costs
only RW0. | amvery cheap to naintain.

| went to tailoring class and | can sew pant suits. That (tailoring) was
the first thing | did when | got married ... and al so piano | essons. | can
cook but | don't want to. It's a question of effort and priorities.

Q Wanita Umo people conplain they have no access to you at hone.

A. | won't have people narching into ny house day and night. They've no
business interfering in people's private life. I'"'msorry but if access
means that, then I'mnot accessible. | love ny private life. Once I'min
my bedroom even ny children don't disturb ne.

Q Wuat is it like, being on the margins of Umo politics?

A. It has not affected ne, not in the slightest iota.

Q Peopl e thought you did not |ose with grace at the Wanita Umo
el ecti on.

A. The nedia got it wong. Wen (Datuk) Napsiah (Omar) won, | got up and
ki ssed her. When (Datuk Dr) Siti Zaharah (Sul ai ran) won, | stood up and
shook her hand and said: "“Congratulations'. There was a photo in The Star.
But sone of these photographers, these nmen, they said: " Datuk, Datuk,
pel ukl ah! CGium cium' You tell me, would you?

I amnot used to that kind of nonsense, acting out things, even to
peopl e who are close to ne. You don't act it out, you do it spontaneously.
But no, they were going: "~Datuk, peluk! Cum' Cone on, |'mnot a
hypocrite, don't tell me what to do. | was the first to stand up and say:
“Congratul ations, Siti Zaharah'.

But that wasn't enough for the photographers. They want me to kiss her
on the cheek after all the things they did to me. You crazy? It's
artificial

Q Have you had any dealings with Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah?

A. No, no dealings, but we are in the suprene council.

Q WII you go for the top Wanita post in 1999?

A | don't want to talk about that. Let's just say, | amdoing ny work,
| am keeping touch with the Wnita, | amin touch with my grassroots.

Q Hasn't your success as a Mnister been at the expense of your
grassroots contact?

A. No, | won't say that. People don't realise that when | go to the
grassroots, | do not get the coverage. That's why | say that newspapers
are sonetinmes not fair. They scold ne, when | say that. How could | have
conme up wi thout grassroots support?

The problemis, even when |'min the renptest of kanmpungs, the questions

asked will be about WI'Q industry, trade. | have nore grassroots
activities than sone Wanita people but they get the (local angle) because
they are not asked about sanctions by Arerica ... you see?

Q They say the highest wonen go in Umo is Wanita chief. They don't
even vie for the vice-president's post.

A. Wanita chief is the equivalent of vice-president in Umo. |f wonen
want to vie for the president's post, why not?

It's a question of what you want in |ife. But whatever you do, do it
well. That's so rmuch nore val uable than just hol ding a post and not doing



anything. For that matter, | have never toppled anybody, it's not worth
it.

I am MP for Kual a Kangsar and it has never crossed ny nind to get a
position ... | don't even want to be division chairman. | know ny limts.

Q Are wonmen still reluctant about politics?

A. They are not reluctant, but don't judge them by the nunbers in
Parliament, or those who conme up to the highest levels. Politics in this
country is really based on the strength of wonen especially at the
grassroots.

Q Do wonen approach politics differently from nen?

A. | wouldn't say so. Like men, they go in because they feel they want
to do sonething for the country, the people. But we are beginning to see
trends where some wonen come into politics hoping for some gains,
positions to be held. That | can vouch for. But the ngjority still cone
in, support, do whatever they can and don't aspire to be anything.

Q A worman politician told nme that wonen with spectacul ar careers, when
you go to their homes then you know it's been at the expense of the
famly.

A It's true and it has always been ny principle that you nmust have a
very good bal ance in your life. Wen you go into politics and aspire for a
post, you should never ever put aside priorities such as your famly just
to satisfy your personal ego.

Q Do you think the shares allocation issue affected your reputation?

A. No, why should ny inmage be tarnished. My son-in-law should not be
| ooked on as ny son-in-law. There were two | awyers who got it based on
what they are qualified for. How cone the other |awer did not get
mentioned? He's also a Malay lawer. It was political, | don't regard ny
i mage as tarnished and there's nothing to hide.

In fact, it was during ny tenure here that the shares all ocation has
been rationalised in ternms of procedure. There used to be no comittee
before. Now, the secretariat processes (applications), nmenbers of the
secretariat are present at the conmittee neeting and | have a group of al
my senior officers with me deciding.

I have nothing to hide. It's not free shares, ny son-in-law paid for
them But people can choose to interpret.

Q How s your relationship with Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| br ahi n?

A It's very difficult to talk about relationships. | only talk about
relationships with personal friends and fanmily, rarely with those in
government. Those are working rel ationshi ps, purely professional. There
are no endearing relationships in politics. Al the endearing
relati onships are in ny personal life.

Q People say you are where you are because of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

A. | have to correct that. | came into governnent during Tun Hussein
Onn's time, in 1976. Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir continued having me in the
Cabi net, then transferred ne here after seven years in Public Enterprises.
Peopl e think I cane here fromnowhere. | have been in the government 21
years.

O course, as Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir found | was suitable for the
job, so he continued to pick ne. If he thought I was no good, he would
have chucked nme out ... he did chuck quite a nunber of people.

( END)
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