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Rai si ng yout h' s awar eness of the mari ne ecosystem

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Realising that human activities could cause damage
to the marine environment, particularly coral reefs, the Governnent has
enbar ked on an awar eness and educati on programme for the future
generati on.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who said this tonight
added that educational programmes were the Governnent's priority inits
effort to increase environnmental awareness, especially anong
school chil dren

"Being the future custodi ans, our children need to know all about our
nmari ne environment.

"Realising this fact, we have enbarked on a col |l aborative effort anpbng
gover nment agenci es, the private sector and non-governnental organisations
to produce the Marine Education Kit, or conmonly known as MEK," he said at
t he fund-raising dinner for the Marine Park Trust Fund at the Putra World
Trade Centre.

The di nner was hosted by the Departnment of Fisheries. Four conpanies
present ed nock cheques for RM250, 000 for the fund.

Dr Mahathir's speech was read by Agriculture M nister Datuk Amar Dr
Sul ai man Daud. The Prime Mnister is on official visits to several South
Anerican nations.

Al so present was Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

The MEK consists of educational materials on narine ecosystens |ike the
coral reefs, mangrove, coastal zones and, sea and oceans.

"The objective of the project is to increase the know edge, awareness
and under st andi ng anong school chil dren and teachers at primary and
secondary | evel about marine ecol ogy,” Dr Mahathir said.

He added to expand the outreach of the project, 360 resource teachers
fromprimry and secondary school s throughout the country woul d undergo
training programmes to use the kit before the end of this year.

"More teachers will be trained next year. This is a very good exanpl e of
the tripartite smart partnershi ps anong NGOs, the private sector and
publ i c agencies,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said findings had shown that snorkellers and scuba divers
coul d cause changes to the reefs, but the inpact could be mnimsed, if
not elimnated, through awareness and educati onal progranmes.

Dr Mahathir said in 1985, the Governnent approved the establishnment of
the Marine Park Trust Fund in an effort to provide a sustainable financing
nmechani smfor marine park progranmes in Ml aysi a.

The CGovernment's | aunching grant for the trust fund has enabled the
Departnment of Fisheries to finance the establishnent of five marine park
visitor centres on the islands and the mainl and.

"To date, there are three park centres on the islands and two in the
mai nl and. By the end of next year, two nmore of fshore centres will be
conpl eted, nmaking a total of seven.

"Wth the establishnent of these offshore marine park centres, we are
abl e to provide round-the-clock protection for the resources within the
parks."

Dr Mahathir said since the establishnent of the parks and the
enforcenment of no-fishing regulation within the park areas, there was an
i ncrease in fisheries stock

"The mari ne parks have certainly benefited fishernen, because the



breedi ng and foragi ng habitat of the fishes is protected."

In 1996, the three offshore marine park centres had collectively trained
2,950 peopl e through the hosting of 62 training programres.

The Prime Mnister said the trust fund was a platformthat enabled the
private sector as well as individuals to contribute towards the
conservation of the marine environnent.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was | ocated within the centre of the marine
bi o-di versity region of Indo-Pacific, and has 60 to 70 genera of coral
reefs, and 157 fanmilies of shore fish.
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