06/ 08/ 1997

Rakan Muda kit - pl ane wrecked

A RAKAN Muda kit-plane which was to take under-privileged children for joy
ri des was wecked after the downdraft froma Royal Ml aysia Air Force Nur
hel i copter perform ng search and rescue denonstrations above the parked
aircraft flipped it over yesterday.

The RMR20, 000 pl ane, a Zodi ac experimental aircraft assenbled by the
Mal aysi an Experinmental Aircraft Association, turned turtle withits
propel I er, canopy, cockpit and tail section conpletely wecked.

The 400kg Zodiac is one of the 48 taking part in the five-day Langkaw
Cshkosh East Fly-1n convention and exhibition at the Langkawi
I nternational Airport at Padang Matsirat.

The Nuri pilot had just finished denonstrating an airlift and was flying
backwards when t he downwash fromhis helicopter flipped the Zodiac over.

The Si korsky S-61 or Nuri, was fromthe 3rd RVAF conbat search and
rescue squadron based in Butterworth. The downdraft of a hovering Nuri can
generate up to 30 knots of wind.

Three other planes, a Kedah Flying O ub Cessna 172 and two SME MD3- 160,
were |lucky not to have suffered the sane fate as the Zodiac as they were
all tied down.

MEAA secretary Major Razak Omar said the Zodiac pilot had gone to neke
some final arrangenments with the teacher of the under-privileged students
when t he acci dent occurred.

The Anmerican-made Zodi ac has cl ocked 20-hours of flight tinme after MEAA
menbers conpl eted assenbling it ni ne days ago.

It was formally | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on July 28 in conjunction with the Great Malaysian Air Rally.

"W were all very excited to fly it to Langkawi for the Fly-In...it is
very di sappointing this accident had to happen,” he said.

The Departnent of Civil Aviation has |launched an inquiry into the
i nci dent.

Langkawi DCA manager Tahir Sal eh said the incident would not mar the
pl anned daily airshows.

"This is an isolated incident ... the daily airshows will go on as
schedul ed,” he said when net at the scene.

Yesterday's accident brings to five the total nunber of aircraft danaged
at the exhibition

On Sunday, four mcrolights were damaged after a freak stormhit the
island. The aircraft belonged to the Mcrolight and Flight Park of Batu
Pahat and Pens Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of the Perlis Devel oprent
Cor por ati on.
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