14 FEB 1997
Raspand- Logs
RASPAND LODGES POLI CE REPORT ON LOGS SElI ZURE

TAWAU, Feb 14 (Bernamm) -- Raspand Sdn Bhd, which clains to have
beneficial interests on 3,049 |ogs seized here last nonth, today | odged a
police report expressing fears that it m ght be sabotaged by other parties.

Its managi ng director Abdul Rashad Adam said they feared that certain
groups might mx the logs with that of the local species to prove that part
of the logs are local tinber.

Raspand had clainmed that the | ogs seized by the Sabah Forestry
Department on Jan 18 had been bought from I ndonesi a.

Tawau OCPD ACP Mohanad Ismail confirmed that a police report had been
| odged by Raspand.

The tinber consignnent is being kept at the Sabah Foundation's | ogs
storage centre in Tanjung Batu Laut, near here.

The | ogs were seized as they were suspected to be smuggl ed out of
Sabah.

Meanwhi | e, Raspand, which threatened to take |egal action against Sabah
Governnment if it went ahead to auction off the |ogs, had postponed the
court action pending conpletion of police investigations into the case

Its |lawyer Sugumar Bal akri shnan said the conpany woul d nmake a deci sion
on the legal action after police had conpleted the investigations.

Besi des police, the Anti-Corruption Agency was al so investigating the
case while a high-powered comittee headed by Deputy Chief M nister Datuk
Ghapur Salleh to investigate the matter had submitted a report to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim -- BERNAVA
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