08/ 11/ 1997

Razal ei gh di sm sses Pas' proposals as a |lot of hot air

TAIPING Fri. - Gua Musang MP Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah has di smi ssed as
"lots of hot air", Pas' proposals to uphold Islamc system of
adm ni strati on and nake Kel antan an Islamc State.

Tengku Razal ei gh said he was "quite an authority on Pas". And as
president of the defunct Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46, he had worked with Pas
on the basis that it would i npl enent Islamc systemof administration, and
unite the Ml ays.

"However, | found Pas and its | eaders to be good only at tal king about
Islamand it values, and not at carrying themout."

He was speaking at the | aunching of the additional share contributions
by Area Farmers Organisation to the Farnmers Organi sation Board, by Deputy
Agriculture Mnister Datuk Tengku Mahnud Mansor at the Bukit Gantang AFO
of fice.

Tengku Razal ei gh said Umo, on the other hand, had done nmore in terns of
policies and changes based on | sl am

Al so present were Perak Agriculture comittee chairman Ram i Zahari
Education, Youth and Sports conmittee chairnman Dat uk Abdul Ml ek Hanafi ah
Bukit Gantang MP Datuk Dr Abdul | ah Fadzil Che Wan and Changkat Jering by-
el ection BN candidate Mat |Isa |snail

Mat Isa is facing Pas candidate Idris Ahmad in the by-el ection tonorrow.

Tengku Razal ei gh said when his party was in the Pas-1ed Kel antan
CGovernnent, he had asked for the State Mufti and Syariah court judges to
be upgraded, but Pas |eaders turned it down. They did the sane to anot her
suggestion, of having nosques in the State to be centres for religious
educat i on.

"Just banning ganbling - which is about the only thing Pas did in
Kel antan to propagate its style of Islamc administration - do not
necessarily nake the State an Islamic State.

"If that is so, then China and Singapore, which both banned ganbli ng,
are Islamc States," he added.

On the currency probl ens, Tengku Razal ei gh wel coned the nove by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for currency trading to be
regul at ed, sayi ng specul ati ons coul d have devastating effects on
devel opi ng countri es.

He said that the ringgit and Mal aysia' s econom ¢ fundanental s were
strong and there was no need for changes towards an Asian or Asean
currency as adopted in Europe.

"However, if this is one of the options to avoid rogue specul ations, it
may be an alternative which could be considered," he added.
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