04/ 12/ 1997
Read nore to increase know edge: Mahat hir

Fauzi ah Ismail; Kang Si ew Li

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad yesterday urged Mal aysi ans
to read to increase their know edge and "junpstart their thinking
process".

"It is also a way of spending tine productively,” he said when opening a
Book Village at Lubuk Semlang in Langkawi yesterday on the sidelines of
the Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace (Lima' 97).

The 500-acre book village, a brainchild of Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Sanusi Junid, is nodelled after the book villages in the Netherl ands,

Bel giumand Wales. It is the first of its kind in the region and the
seventh in the world.

Dr Mahathir, an avid reader hinself, said Ml aysi ans shoul d not,
however, confine thenselves to a limted source of reading materials. In
the case of Muslins, for exanple, the Quran should not be their only
readi ng mat eri al

"The first sentence in the Quran is “Igra', which neans read. There is
nothing in the Quran that says one should not read other reading naterials
than the Quran.

"We cannot interpret this ("Igra') narrow nmindedly," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he likes to read books but takes a long tine to finish
one unli ke Sanusi who can finish "reading" a 500-page book in three
m nut es. He described Sanusi's capability as "extraordi nary."

He sai d one shoul d al ways have a book for conpanion and read during his
| ei sure.

He al so urged Mal aysi ans to take advantage of the book village, which he
bel i eved woul d enable the locals to mingle with the foreigners and share
experi ences.

He al so asked visitors to the book village to keep the surroundi ng areas
clean. "This is a nice place and will be a better place if we keep it
clean. We have to learn to be cleaner people and that there is no one to
pick after us.”

The book village is |ocated at the foothill of Lubuk Semilang, with a
nearby waterfall and a small streamamd a | ush vegetation. This provides
a conduci ve environment for book-Iovers.

There are six houses on the 35-acre site built to accombdate books of
various subjects and | anguages. The target is to have 40 such houses by
the year 2000.

Langkawi Book Vill age managenent secretary Sohai m Zainal Abidin said
si x i ndependent book sellers have al so set up shop at the village. They
are Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, Darul fikir, Pustaka Union, Lava, Popul ar
Book Conpany and Pust aka Al has/ Hi zbi

Sone RMb million have been invested in the village. "After this we plan
to l ease the land to banks and institutions," he said.

During the cerenony, Dr Mahathir received a cheqge for US$5,000 (US$1 =
RMB. 64) on behal f of the Book Village from Ari anespace for the purchase of
two conputers. The Gol den Kids News team al so presented Sanusi with two
conmputers for the Village's electronic library.
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