30 MAY 1997
Anwar - Econony
REAL ECONOM C STRENGTH RESTS ON JUST DI STRI BUTI ON

MARANG, Terengganu, May 30 (Bernana) -- Acting Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim said today the government's policy of ensuring just and
fair distribution of wealth represented the nation's real strength arising
fromits econonic growth.

He also said the governnent always took into account just distribution
from the aspect of developnent so that the gap between the rich urban areas
and the poor kampung sector did not wi den.

"The basis of Malaysia' s economc strength is that the governnment does
not go for developnment in only one particular area such as the west coast
of the peninsula and marginalise other areas," the acting Prine Mnister
said when | anching the Marang New G ow h Centre at Undang here.

The Governnment always went for justice and balance in its various
devel oprment efforts.

"W ensure there are schools in Kuala Lunmpur as well as Marang and
there are al so secondary schools in Pasir Puteh not to nention Ceruk Teok
Kun and Pernatang Pauh," he said.

The acting Prime Mnister said the governnent ensured just and bal anced
gromh in all parts of the country so that the well being of rural societies
woul d be guar ant eed.

"How can economic growh be retained if there is no political stability
and how can the political system be stable if the econom c system does not
give confort to all the people,” he said.

Anwar said the governnent felt that if big industries could not be
brought to the kanmpung areas, nedium and small scale industries would al so
do in such areas.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said the latest figures showed
that the basic strength of the national econony would continue

He said the manufacturing sector registered a 12.9 per cent growh in
the first quarter of this year while inflation was at three per cent
conpared to 3.4 per cent over the corresponding period |ast year.

Mal aysi a's bal ance of trade which showed a deficit of nore than RML

billion in the first quarter of last year turned into a surplus of RW
billion in the first quarter of this year.

The Acting Prine Mnister said Malaysia's international reserves also
increased from RW5 billion last year to RW1 billion this year.

He said the high rate of growh at nore than eight per cent now entered
the 10th consecutive year.

He noted that devel oped countries including France and Germany were
faci ng big unenpl oynent problens.

"I'n Mal aysia we have the basis and commitnment to inplenent programes,
make evaluations fromtinme to tinme and ensure that the political and
adm ni strative machinery cooperated in handling the problem of poverty,"”
the acting Prine Mnister said

Anwar said efforts nust be nade speedily to build on the success that
had been achi eved so that Ml aysia would beconme a npdel to other Islamc
countries.

Anwar al so said Ml aysia should also be a rich nation in the industrial
and information technology fields if it w shed to continue progressing

He said the Multinedia Super Corridor initiated by Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned woul d becone the centre for the expansion of
i nformati on technology for the whole country and hence Ml aysi ans shoul d



understand and devel op their know edge in this field.

He said Ml aysians particularly Miuslins should cone up with their own
programes and software if they did not want this technology to be taxing
on themwi th the energence of new dammgi ng i deas.

The acting Prime Mnister acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Ismail is on a one-day visit to Terengganu.

He later witnessed the signing of an agreenent between the state
government and Mal aysi an Industrial Estate Sdn Bhd for the devel opnent of
smal |l and nedi um scal e industries on a 200-hectare site here.

Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahnad was al so present. --
BERNANMA
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