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Reapi ng the success of a 25-year union via the GBC
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WHEN a coupl e has spent a quarter of a century together, it is certainly
an occasion to celebrate. In the case of two countries with a litany of
problens their legion of officials have had to attend to over no | ess than
this period of tine, the call to rejoice becones that nuch greater

Such being the case it is therefore not inconprehensibl efor Ml aysian
and I ndonesi an | eaders attending the General Border Committe neeting
today in Parapat, |Indonesia, to want the occasion to be sonmething to be
renenbered ... for along, long tine to cone.

The neeting, to be held not far fromthe scenic and picturesque Lake
Toba, will see joint chairnen Mal aysi an Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Hani d
Al bar and | ndonesi an Defence Forces chief General Feisal Tanjung | aying a
foundati on stone to comenorate the 25th anniversary of the GBC

The festivities are expected to continue later in the night with the
I aunching of a book detailing the history and achi evenents attai ned by the
comittee.

Syed Hami d and Fei sal, who have in the past said the border security
cooperation between both countries was good, are expected to reiterate
their stand on the matter.

They are expected to stress the inportance of cooperating even nore
closely to ensure there will be no reason for both nations to be drawn
into conflicts, mlitary or otherwise, with such a platformto negotiate
in place.

Formed in 1972 as a followup to the Security Regul ati ons Agreenent
bet ween both countries followi ng the bl oody 1966 Confrontation, the GBC
has come a |l ong way since its inception

Much of the conmittee's success is linked to the close bond between
I ndonesi an President Suharto, who has ruled the republic for nore than two
decades, and past and present Ml aysian | eaders |like Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Furthernore, Indonesia and Mal aysi a are not nei ghbours bonded purely by
geogr aphi cal coi nci dence.

The peoples of the two countries have shared cl ose personal, cultura
and religious ties, dating back several centuries.

There were periods of political instability in pre- and post-sovereign
| ndonesi a and Mal aysi a but, generally, the ties are said to be good.

From a body conmtted solely to security along nmutual borders, the GBC
has evol ved to include search and rescue operati ons and soci 0-economi c
devel opnent.

So it is hardly surprising that the committee regarded the Tebedu-

Enti kong border crossing on the Sarawak- Kal i mantan border whi ch was opened
in 1993 as nore than just entry and exit points for the peoples of the two
countri es.

Wth the crossing, and security afforded by police and mlitary forces
of the two countries, the area is seeing rapid soci o-economc growh in
line with the vision of Mal aysian and | ndonesi an | eaders to pronote
stronger intra-Asean trade

G ven the success of the Tebedu- Enti kong border conpl ex, plans are under
way to establish a second crossing in Sabah to |ink the Mal aysi an state
with I ndonesi a's East Kali nmant an.

This new border security conplex will serve as the catal yst towards
econom ¢ i ndependence for small towns al ong the Sabah- East Kal i mant an



bor der.

Syed Hami d, while describing the cooperation between both countries in
the past as excellent, wants nore to be done.

For a start, the Mnister strongly believes that the scope of
cooperation should go beyond security arrangenents.

"I'n the absence of any crisis and conflict between us and the
I ndonesi ans, the GBC shoul d | ook at ot her ways of exploiting the close
ties for the benefit of the people along the cormon border."

He proposed that the GBC be nore active in planning future trans-border
posts conplete with imrgration, police, Custons and military inspection
facilities that would facilitate the fl ow of people and goods.

In addition, the GBC would be tasked with identifying nore border towns
to be devel oped.

G ven the vast expanse of Mal aysi an and | ndonesian waters to be
patrolled, the next priority for the GBCwill be finding the best way to
tackle maritine pollution and piracy.

The Straits of Ml acca offers the two countries the best opportunity to
i mpl ement a joint operational plan of keeping the world' s busiest waterway
free of pollution.

Now, enforcement is very nuch unilateral, and occasionally, there are
the joint operations or exercises.

What shoul d be considered is a joint conmand and operation to send a
strong nessage to the polluters that the two countries nmean busi ness.

Piracy, which is under control with the nove to step up naval patrols,
is difficult to stanp out. But all is not |ost.

The GBC can call for greater exchange of intelligence and joint
operations to end the reign of terror of the nodern day buccaneers.

The problemis not confined to purely robbery on the high seas. In fact,
shi ppers have warned governmrents that ships with their crews tied up
enjoy a high risk of collisions and runni ng aground.

| magi ne the catastrophe if that ship happens to be a supertanker | oaded
with crude oil. Such fears had neverthel ess been put on the table at the
GBC neeting in Kuala Lunpur |ast year.

But, as sone nmaritime experts say, a |ot nore needs to be done,
consi dering the nunmber of ships using the waterway daily and di schargi ng
their sludge w thout fear of being nabbed.

On maritine search and rescue, the GBC is expected to fine tune its
joint operations entailing the use of each country's equi pnent and
expertise. In this respect, joint exercises are being pl anned.

Joint mlitary exercises, under the auspices of the GBC, will be
continued despite the end of the Cold War.

Just like the couple, who both | ook forward to many nore blissful years
together, it will not be off the mark to say that the GBC shares the sane
senti ments.
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