21 MAR 1997
Ti ng- Wast es
REASONABLE RATES FOR WASTE DI SPOSAL

KUALA TERENGGANU, March 21 (Bernanma) -- The peopl e have been assured
that they will be charged a reasonable rate when solid wasted disposal
nati onwi de is privatised soon.

Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chiew Peh, who gave
this assurance today, said the cabinet had decided on four conpanies to
take over the service fromthe |ocal authorities.

"A subsidiary of DRB-H com group, Alam Flora will handle the service in
the central and east zones while other areas will be handled by Ml aysia
M ni ng Corporation (M), Konsec Gali Sdn Bhd and KKI Sdn Bhd," he told
reporters after opening the general neeting of a Mral Uplifting Society
here.

He said the Econom c Planning Unit, Treasury, Local Governnent
Department and the conpanies concerned were preparing the relevant bills
before submi ssion to the Cabinet and tabling in the dewan Rakyat.

The governnent could only sign the agreement on privatisation after the
bills were approved.

Dr Ting stressed that Alam Flora was now handling the service in the
federal capital based on a tenmporary agreenment with Kuala Lunmpur City Hall.

He also said that the National Landscape Department woul d set up
nuseries, each covering over 1,000 hA, in eight areas to supply adequate
trees in line with the governnent's objective to plant at |east three
mllion trees nationw de by 2005.

The governnent HAD allocated RVMROO million to the departnent under the
Seventh Malaysia Plan and part of the allocation would be used for planting
trees.

Since the canpai gn was | aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad on March 3 the response from the public, private sector
and non-governnment organi sations (NGOs) had been encouragi ng, he added. --
BERNAMA
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