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Reassess recruitnent of teachers for the sake of our children

M L. Cheang
I T has been alnost 15 years since | first wote to a national newspaper to
express nmy opinion on a matter of public interest.

However, after reading "Qutlook"” by Datuk Lee Lam Thye in the New
Straits Times on Feb 17, shortly after Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s very obvi ous concern about the social ills afflicting
especially our youths, |I feel conpelled to wite again.

For Dr Mahathir to talk about this subject even in his special Hari Raya
Aidilfitri speech says vol unes about his concern and frankness in
acknowl edgi ng t he probl em

As al ways, other ministers and VIPs have followed up with their views
and suggestions; with one ninister tal king about establishing a "national
soci al service" and a maj or corporate body speaking about initiating Rakan
Muda-1i ke progranmes for its enpl oyees.

| renmenbered soneone pointing out that such character-buil ding shoul d
begin at school level, in fact even at pre-school |evel as by the tine the
children finish FormFive, a substantial portion of his or her character
woul d have been for ned.

| agree with this view as well as Lee's statenent that the Education
M ni stry must ascertain why our schools have not been successful in
produci ng strong and di sci plined pupils.

As a parent with two school going children, |I feel the Education M nister
must | ook nore often at those "nmundane"” issues, one of which is
reassessing the recruitnent and pronotion of teachers.

What is the criteria? Is achieving the Bunmi putera quota for future
teachers, principals and senior education officers nore inportant than
ultimately having teachers with the noral fibre and conviction that they
are the educators of the Ml aysi ans of tonorrow?

If the recruitment and pronotion exercises were to be freed of this
criterion, perhaps nore people with the appropriate calibre and conm t nent
woul d be enticed to join the teaching profession.

Recrui tment and reward nust be based on nerit and conmtnent in order to
bring back respect and honour to the teaching profession.

How can i ndi scipline and social problenms not pervade when there is no
respect left for teachers?

For exanple, your child is appointed a prefect and one of his duties is
to clean the teachers' staff room

But the teachers can tell himto order drinks fromthe canteen and do
ot her tasks for them

The child, who was initially very excited and honoured at being
appoi nted a prefect, is now disillusioned and begs his parents to wite to
t he school to renove the appoint ment.

Here's anot her exanple: Your child comes hone and asks why she was
mar ked wong for spelling "clothes" as the teacher said it should be spelt
"cl ot hs".

And when queried, the teacher had told her: "Don't try to be so smart."

What do you do as a parent? | took the easy way out and told ny child
that she was right and her teacher wong but | et the teacher be, or el se
she m ght be branded as a troubl e- naker.

| amnot trying to put the sole responsibility of a child s education on
the school authorities as we have, even before our children started pre-
school, initiated their education, be it teaching themto read and wite,



to respect the elders or appreciate the environment.

But what about parents who may not have done so?

Isn"t it then the responsibility of the Governnent to ensure sone basic
standard of education for the magjority and the discipline and character-
bui l di ng of the child?

We hear of the Education M nister tal king of SMART school s and si ngl e-
sessi on school s.

I applaud the initiation of such programes and | amexcited that mny
children may have the chance to enjoy such an educati on system

But amid all this, please do not overlook the constraints that block the
education prospects for the average child who makes up the majority of the
Mal aysi ans of tonorrow.

They will be the ones to achieve Vision 2020.

The smart ones will nmake up only 10 to 20 per cent of the popul ation.

Pl ease ensure that the rest of the popul ati on do not becone soci al
negl ect s.
M L. Cheang
Kuchi ng
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