15/ 10/ 1997
Reawakeni ng of interest in Cormonwealth to face gl obal chall enges

Joseph Bi ngkasan i n London

COMMONWEALTH Heads of CGovernment neet in Edi nburgh fromQCct 24 to 27 at a
time when there is a great resurgence of interest in the association,

wi t hin and outsi de the Commonweal t h.

Its secretary-general Chief Enmeka Anyaoku said this reawakeni ng of
i nterest was no acci dent.

In an introduction to his biennial "Report to Heads of Governnent"”, he
said the interest reflects the inportant role of the association in
nmeeting the chall enges of a rapidly changi ng worl d.

The Report was rel eased here yesterday.

He said the Harare Declaration in 1991 was a turning point for the
Commonweal t h.

It was nothing short of a bold programme to convert the Commonwealth in
a post-Cold War world into a force for denocracy and good governance, and
a nore effective instrunment for the pronotion of sustainable devel opnent.

He said the enphasis on econom c growth and sust ai nabl e devel opnent for
trade and other |inks was one of the strands of the MII|brook Comonweal t h
Action Programme on the Harare Decl arati on whi ch Heads of Gover nnent
adopted during their 1995 summt in Auckl and.

The secretary-general said that at the Edi nburgh CHOGM Heads of
Gover nnent woul d no doubt wi sh to consider further steps they may want to
take in pronoting adherence to Commonweal th val ues reflected in the 1991
Har are principl es.

Anyaoku further reported that in addition to the growi ng rol e of
Conmonweal th as a force for denocracy and good governance, nore and nore
menber countries recognise that there were significant econonic and
comerci al advantages to be gai ned from Cormonweal t h |i nks.

He said the total trade of Commonweal th countries constituted 20 per
cent of global trade, and was grow ng, as was the volunme of investnent.

He urged that Governnents consider the special neasures required to
assi st countries who need help in adjusting to the new gl obal environnent
and in addressing particul ar problens of devel opnent.

Conmonweal th recognition of the benefits arising fromthese links is
expressed in the thene of the CHOGM " Trade, |nvestnent and Devel opnent:
The Road to Commonweal th Prosperity.”

The sane thene will be considered by the Conmonweal th Busi ness Forum
which will be held in London on Cct 22 and 23, and which will bring
t oget her busi ness | eaders and seni or governnment representatives.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will be anpbng the world's
ei ght heads of governnent speakers at this forum H's keynote address wl|
be on "The Key |ssues For Commonweal th In Promoting Trade and | nvestnent".

On the establishnment of the Commonweal th M nisterial Action G oup of
Foreign Mnisters under the MIIbrook Action Programe, the secretary-
general said it was an inportant |andmark for the Commonweal t h.

On the CHOGM i n Edi nburgh, Anyaoku said this will be hosted by Britain
after a gap of 20 years, at a time of Britain's increased interest in
Comonweal th i nks.

He said the neeting al so coincides with the cel ebration of the gol den
jubil ee of the weddi ng of Queen Elizabeth Il, head of the Comobnwealt h.
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