10/ 01/ 1997

Recl amati on project “will benefit Kedah

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - The proposed sea reclamation project in Kedah wll
greatly benefit the State if inplenented properly, Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

He said the reclained area could be used to build new ports, house
various industries and busi nesses and for other purposes.

"Such reclamation projects are nothing new, simlar projects are being
carried out in Ml acca.

"However, we nmust ensure that the reclamati on works are carried out
wi t hout harnming the environnent," he said, adding that the people should
avoi d m sunder st andi ngs and accusations regardi ng the project.

"Sometimes, certain people cone out and start opposi ng whenever a new
programre i s pl anned.

"Later when we investigate, we find out these people have a vested
interest and that is why they want to oppose,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is the Barisan Nasional chairman, said this in his
speech at a neeting with BN conponent party | eaders and nenbers at the
Menteri Besar's official residence.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, State MCA
chai rman Dat uk Chua Jui Meng and State M C chairman V. Saravanan.

The proposed reclamation project is Sanusi's idea and invol ves the
reclamati on of 12, 800ha of sea al ong the Kedah coastli ne.

The RM30 billion project will be carried out in stages over a 35-year
peri od.

The recl ai med area has been earnmarked for various purposes ranging from
i ndustrial devel opnent, fisheries, agriculture, housing, recreationa
activities to golf courses and devel opment of snmall towns.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir also called on the people of Kedah to strive

to devel op the State, which he described as still |agging behind other
St at es.

Dr Mahathir said there were many opportunities in Kedah but the State
was still trying to catch up with the others.

"W have to ask why Kedah is still behind although we have produced two

of the country's four Prime Mnisters.
"OQther States |ike Selangor, Johor and Penang have gone far ahead of us
you coul d say that they have advantages |i ke being close to the
capital city or Singapore but there are also |ots of opportunities in
Kedah, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir sai d Kedah had the advantage of being strategically placed
in the I ndonesia, Malaysia, Thailand G owh Triangle and having a fl at
terrain.

"Every tine | cone back | see all these opportunities. However,
sonetimes | still have to ask investors to cone here or ask for certain
i ndustries to be placed here.

"And those who cone and invest in the State have never been
di sappointed," he said, adding that Kedah coul d be devel oped faster if the
peopl e accepted new ways and i deas.

The Prinme M nister, however, expressed confidence that the Kedah
Governnent woul d think of ways to devel op the State.

He suggested that the State Government take advantage of the flat
terrain and ook into the possibility of constructing railway tracks for
hi gh speed trai ns between Penang and Kedah.



"The flat terrain will be ideal to construct a straight track between
the two points.

"W can then introduce high speed trains which can travel up to 170kph
and this will cut travelling tinme between the two places to only half an
hour and this will help attract investors,"” he said.

( END)
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