16/ 12/ 1997
Reconciliation and peace for unity of the umah

Zai non Ahnmad

BY all accounts, the Teheran O C sunmmit |ast week was a success of sorts,
at least for host Iran which seened determined to transformitself from
pariah to regional |eader. It was the country's nost inportant diplomatic
event since its 1979 Islam c revol ution.

For the Organisation of Islamc Conference, after alnost three decades
of existence, there seenmed to be fewer platitudes and nore realistic calls
to nmake the organisation relevant in the docunent issued after the summ t

Wiile stating its | eaders' resolve to fight oppression agai nst Muslins
and their concern at tendencies to portray Islamas a threat to the world,
the Teheran Decl aration called for understandi ng and peaceful coexistence
with the rest of the world.

An i nportant consensus anong the | eaders was that the O C nust play
significant and greater roles in international relations and for that to
be possible they agreed that they nust first have solidarity anong
t hensel ves and a fresh outl ook in global affairs.

A "vision statement"” was al so i ssued, courtesy of Ml aysia but adopted
whol eheartedl y by nmenbers who seened serious in wanting peace anpbng
t hensel ves, unity, co-operation, independence and progress.

Inline with the thene of the sunmit - Dignity, Dialogue, Participation
- it spoke of the decision to establish an ad hoc conmittee to devel op
gui del i nes to strengthen regional and sub-regi onal arrangenents to pronote
systemati c dial ogue as well as foster and reinforce co-operation and
confi dence between and anbng nmenber st ates.

The statenent rejected the "introduction or application of unilateral or
extraterritorial legislation or any formof bilateral pressure which runs
counter to the letter and spirit of the World Trade Organi sati on- and
rul e-based gl obal trading".

The reference was obvi ous.

It was clearer in the declaration which took a swipe at the US | aw
puni shi ng non- Ameri can conpani es investing in Iran and Li bya sayi ng t hat
the | eaders "reject unilateralismand extraterritorial application of
domestic law and urge all states to consider the D Amato |aw as null and
voi d".

Representatives of all the 55 nmenbers were there. Mire than half were
represented by their heads of governnments, proving fal se predictions by
the organisation's detractors that only a handful of top | eaders woul d
attend and that sonme nenbers mi ght not even send representatives.

Iran's succeeded in its efforts to show a nore benign face. The city was
spruced up, decorated and |it at night - a stark break fromits sonbre

past .
Just before the representatives arrived, workers unrolled a US$1 nillion
(RMB.8 million) rug inside a huge brand-new conference hall in the

I nternational Fairground at the foot of the snow capped Al borz nountains.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad, who visited Iran three
years ago, was inpressed at the changes. He said: "There seened to be a
| ot of physical inprovenents and hope they are all for the better."
Everyone tal ked about "a mature Iran" during breaks in the neetings and
during dinners. That the country, condemned by the West as an exporter of
terrorism was succeeding in pronoting itself as a |land of peace and
stability.
In fact, the Teheran Decl arati on condemmed terrorism which it stressed



was forbidden in Islam but distinguished "terrorismfromthe struggle of
peopl es agai nst colonial or alien dom nation or foreign occupation”

Evidently, Shi'ite Iran al so succeeded in its efforts to nend fences
with its Sunni Arab nei ghbours and foes. They turned up and during the
various bilateral neetings between them much seenmed to have been
"settled".

From Saudi Arabia canme Crown Prince Abdul | ah, the highest ranking Saud
| eader to visit Iran for nearly 20 years. From Kuwait, the supportor of
Ilrag in the Iran-lraq war, cane Emr Shei k Jaber al - Ahned Al - Sabah.

Irag was represented by its Vice-President, Taha Yassi n Ranadan, and
during his nmeeting with Iranian | eaders, the two countries agreed to hold
tal ks on disputes that include prisoners-of-war and Iran's backing for
rebel lragi Kurds.

Presi dent Mbhamuad Khatam warmy wel comed Pal estinian Authority
Presi dent Yasser Arafat. Iran once accused the | eader of the Pal estine
Li berati on Organi sation of selling out his people for participating in the
now scuttl ed peace process with Israel.

And in a conproni se between Iran and noderate Arab states, the Teheran
Decl aration made no direct reference to Persian Gulf security, but called
for a panel of Muslimexperts to discuss how to achieve "solidarity and
security of Islamc states".

Teheran wants the expul sion of US and other Western forces fromthe
@ul f, where they are depl oyed to protect nei ghbouring "noderate" Arab
states fromperceived threats fromlran and Iraq.

The UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, who spoke at the sunmit, said that
the US forces in the area were there with the agreenent of those
governnents, but hoped an easing of tension would reduce the arns race in
the Persian Gulf region.

Leaders of the neighbouring Arab states, and others including Ml aysi a,
seened pleased with the way Iran hosted the sunmit and were encouraged by
the sentinents expressed by Khatam in his speeches.

Dr Mahathir said after meeting Khatam: "lran now wants peace and
stability and is not threatening anyone. It has nmatured into a noderate
state. Even as chairman it is neutral."

Bahrai n Foreign M nister Shei kh Mohamred bi n Mubarak al -Khalifa, also
after neeting the Iranian president, said that there seened to be a new
direction in the country which he and his friends hoped woul d bear fruit
in the near future.

"The inportant thing is to renmove all doubts and deal with negative
factors that prevailed in the past,” he is quoted to have said. Bahrain
used to accuse lran of meddling in its affairs and supporting Shi'ite
di ssi dents.

What Khatam told the Arab | eaders in his nmeeting with them seened
reflected in the Teheran Decl arati on which stressed the need for "di al ogue
and under st andi ng anmong cultures and religions" and rejected "theories of
clash and conflict which breed mstrust”.

Al'l of which went to show that attenpts by the United States to isolate
the Islam c republic seened to have fail ed.

Sai d sunmt spokesnman Javad Zarif: "W believe the policy of the USto
try to isolate Iran is unsound, unfounded and ill ogical, and maybe this
sunmit is a small indication of that."

An assertion borne out by the presence at the summt of inmportant US
allies in the region - Jordan, Egypt and Turkey. This seened to have given
credence to a newspaper report which nentioned contacts between the two
old foes for a possible rapproachnent.

While the sumit seened to have achi eved nuch for Iran in terns of its
i nternational inmage, del egates were aware of the nunmerous politica



rivalries in the country, especially the power struggl e between spiritua
| eader Ayatollah Ali Khanenei, who succeeded Ayatol | ah Ruhol | ah Khonene
and President Khatam who replaced Ayatollah Ali Akhbar Rafsanjani .

Wil e the groups had called for a ceasefire of sorts in the interest of
successffully hosting the OC summt, the rivalry seened to have crept
into the speeches of the two | eaders at the summt

In opening the summt, Khanmenei spoke of the needs and expectations of
the Islam ¢ ummah, enunerating the obstacles ahead and finally
reconmendi ng concrete neans for their solution in order to realise the
aspiration of the Muslins.

Khat am spoke of establishing a civil society and appeal ed for
tol erence, understandi ng and effective co-operation between Mislins and
non-Muslinms to foster international peace, prosperity and stability.

Everyone hopes that the rivalries would fizzle out so that Iran, for its
own sake, and in the interest of the unity of the ummah woul d be spared of
another turnoil that would set the clock back for the country.

( END)
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