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TH S is the 40th year Umo is | eading the Governnent which rul es

i ndependent Mal aysia. Qur party can be proud for being able to govern the
country for so | ong.

Actually this is not the case with nost political parties which
struggl ed for independence and succeeded to formthe government. Once the
countries gai ned i ndependence they could not remain as the ruling parties
even for one or two decades, especially if the systempractised is
denocracy. The people are easily bored with a political party although it
has succeeded and served the people in the struggle for independence.

A political party which rules a country that has just gai ned
i ndependence is different froma party which rules a country that has
never been col oni sed. The governnent of a country which has just been
gi ven i ndependence is not only required to adm nister, but also to fulfill
t he i ndependence and devel op the country so that it is nore progressive
than during the tinme it was col oni sed.

Even governing and i nposing |laws, rules and regulations will not be easy
for a governnent which has just taken over. The administrators are usually
not experienced, may not be efficient, honest, or can easily be bribed and
so on.

If it is not denocratic, if it is feudal or run by a single party or a
di ctator, oppression, cruelty, misuse of power and deviation can easily
crop in.

The people may be forced to topple a dictator and destroy everything in
the process. But, in a denocratic country, an effective governnment cannot
be established if tussle for power and irresponsible action of the people
are al ways happening. Actually there is no political systemor government
whi ch can guarantee the progress of a country. Many other factors are
needed.

Thanks to Allah, we in Ml aysia do not have a dictatorial government. W
are denocratic. W know denocracy has certai n weaknesses. The people could
be bribed with noney or wasteful devel opnent; the people may choose a
sensel ess | eader, one who is greedy, who only wants position, who is
corrupt and so on because the voters are influenced with certain
propaganda, including racial and religious sentinents.

It is not exactly right to say that the magjority of the people are w se
and know how to choose a | eader. Because of loyalty to certain individuals
or influenced by the ideology or parochialism the mgjority may nake an
unwi se choi ce which can be detrinental to the country.

After being elected, the | eader may be found to be unsuitable, not
keeping his pronise, corrupt or the like. Unfortunately in a denocracy,
bri ngi ng down t hose who have been elected is not easy. There are those who
will continue to strongly support these | eaders because of self interest,
because t hey have been bribed, because they like to protect the party
i deol ogy and for nany ot her reasons.

What is clear is that it is not easy to just forma government and run a
country. Wat nore to develop a country. For a denocratic or undenocratic
country, what is easy is to just let the situation perpetuate while the
| eader basks in his status and power. Today, it's the turn of this |eader,
tomorrow the turn of another one to enjoy the position

Thanks to All ah, Ml aysia has succeeded in using the denocratic system
el ect the Governnment and enjoy an effective administration. But merely



this will not ensure our progress. To progress, we need good ideas, an
approach that can realise the i deas and capabl e nanagers. \Wen our country
progresses and our programes materialise, it means these factors are with
us.

But we cannot be conplacent with the nornmal progress. In this era, we
need strength to prevent frombeing colonised in a new way. The strength
does not nmean in the mlitary form although to a certain extent it is
needed. The strength we need is the strength that conmes from political
stability, econom c health, social justice, efficient adm nistration, the
acqui sition of know edge and sophisticated technol ogy which is no | ess
than that of devel oped nati ons.

The question is are we capable of acquiring this conprehensive strength?
We shoul d remenber that those who chase nust be faster than those being
chased. O herwise we will certainly not get to our target. Qur target
moves and will not wait for us. Can we, the Mal ays and Bum puteras, nove
fast until we can achi eve our objectives?

Si nply thinking about the imrensity of the challenge that we face can
frustrate us fromthe start. Those who are frustrated nornmally reject the
need to pursue the target and cheat oneself with the claimthat it is not
true that the targets are better than their situation. This is the sour
grape psychol ogy as they cannot enjoy it.

This type of people try to deny their weaknesses by saying that wealth,
strength, efficiency and know edge possessed by ot hers do not bring any
good. Those said to be progressive are not really progressive as progress
cannot be neasured with material achievenent. Success, they say, has a
different nmeaning. Actually those said to be I eft behind are nore
successful although they nmay not be seen to be successful. There are those
who are frustrated because they had failed, and start to terrorise
blindly. Children, when angry and di sappoi nted, destroy what they have
with themto vent their anger. Those who fail and do not see how they can
overcone their failures also vent their anger in the same nmanner. They
terrorise, kill, bonb and bring down aircraft together with i nnocent
passengers. They vent their anger on the weak, often on their own people
and their own country.

By doing so, they will continue to be left behind, hunmiliated and
oppressed. But they do not know ot her ways than these negative neans.

They will not change tactics, will not try to pursue progress, wll not
turn to nore rational means because fromthe start they believe they are
not capable, will not succeed or are not ready to persevere with the I ong
time needed to pursue success. They do not believe in thensel ves.
Therefore, they will continue with their negative ways and remai n backward
per manent | y.

This is what we see in a nunber of countries, especially Mslim
countries which face probl emof violence by extrem st religious groups.

Are we included in these groups? Frustrated, believe that we cannot
possi bl y succeed, cheat oursel ves and vent our anger?

There are anong us who have this kind of thinking, consciously or
ot herwi se. Therefore, they want us not to try to rmake oursel ves
successful. They want us to arrogantly claimwe are already better off,
nmore successful and bigger than others no matter what proof is given to
deny this claim

Deep in their hearts, they know their claimis not true. They know t hey
are not the masters, but actually slaves. But because they are not
confident that they can becone masters, they cheat thensel ves by naking
clainms repeatedly that they are the nmasters.

Thanks to Al lah, now nore people believe we can. And of course we can.
We are not yet able to achieve everything we try, but Insya' Allah, we



will. W can do themwi th repeated attenpts; we can do themthrough
perseverance, |learning, trying and trying again until we can.

What are we short of ? Fromthe physical aspect, fromnental and
determ nation, we are no different fromraces which have advanced. The
difference is our culture, our value systemand the civilisation that we
have built

Are we going to lose our identity, the identity of our race if we
i nprove our values until we can establish a new culture and civilisation
for ourselves? Culture and civilisation which are nore suitable for
progress, which can redeem and uphold the dignity of our race?

For exanple, we respect diligence. But we know we are not so diligent.
If we do sonething, we do not go all out until we really succeed, until
the outcome of our work achi eves very high quality.

W are easily satisfied with the result of our work. Not so good, |ess
durabl e, not so lasting, not so beautiful and not so cl ean does not
matter. As such the outcone of our work is not so good, not very lasting
and is sub-standard in all aspects, that is of |lesser quality.

On the contrary, an advanced race is so diligent, so critical of the
results of their work, so particular about quality and durability and so
on.

For instance, not many things are | eft behind by our ancestors. In

devel oped countries, old buildings still stand nmagnificently although
built a thousand years ago. Their fortresses are still strong and can be
used. The original beauty is still there.

Bui | di ngs of our ancestors are not there anynore. They did not build
per manent buil di ngs. They did not construct buildings with | asting and
strong material. As long as they could be used at that tine, it was
enough. What was the need for buildings that |ast? W are not going to use
themafter we die. It is sufficient for themto be only tenporary - one
day, one nonth, one year, 10 years. Wiy the need for buildings to |ast 100

years?
In Europe, we find buildings in villages and towns with fortresses of
nmore than 1,000 years old still inhabited and used for trade and defence.

In fact, these towns have uni que shapes and are so attractive to tourists;
and becone the source of incone to the people until today.

We made boats, for exanple, crudely. As long as they could be used and
not sink, it was enough. Wether they were for the rulers or dignitaries
or the country, they should not be anything nore than tenporary. They were
made crudely, with planks nailed without consideration to the | ength. Sone
were wi de, some not. The floor were placed sinmply, no roof, no room not
sufficiently equi pped and not decorated. The quality of work was not
inmportant. As long as they coul d be used, that's enough.

While in the Wst as tinme went by, larger boats were built until they
becane ships, then nade fromsteel, equipped with roons and decorated |ike
pal aces; our boat did not grow, still made fromwood, not equipped wth
sailing materials and left just like that.

We used rows or sails without taking into consideration the sizes or
their efficiency. W did not make sailing an area of study that needed
research and be recorded so that others who wi shed to sail could | earn and
apply them

We did not provide conprehensive sailing maps. W sinply guessed. W
asked those who probably knew or used to it and nade rough gui des. W used
it just once, we did not record it for us to renenber |ater or to becone
the guides for others. If we renenber fine. If not, doesn't matter. Only
ask when we get |ost.

People say, if a German is asked to wite about a nosquito, we will find
vol umes of thick books which contain everything about the insect; fromits



shape, rough or snooth, so indepth to the extent of its habit, its diet,
the way it breeds, its hone and one thousand and one things about it. For
us, probably two or three sentences are enough on this usel ess insect.
What's the point of wasting tine on an insect which only knows how to
bite.

Because of the kind of views we have that we do not relate nobsquito with
mal ari a which killed hundreds of thousands of people. Certainly even if we
know t hat the nbsquito bite is dangerous, we assune that all nosquitoes
bring nmal aria and do not care to learn that only the aedes nobsquito which
has a certain shape and certain habits cause dengue.

And because we do not know, we cannot save ourselves fromthis fatal
di sease. If not for other people of different culture undertaking
research, we may just accept nmalaria in our country as natural and even
worst, we nmay even blane God. That God equip us with the brain and then we
fail to use it, does not cause us to feel guilty at all.

These exanpl es show how different is our culture with that of an
advanced race. W may think that cultural difference is not inportant. But
actually it is these differences which help deternine who is advanced and
who i s not.

The question is are we prepared to accept and practise the culture that
can nake us progressive. Are we going to becone | ess Malay or |ess |Iban or
Kadazan or | ess Mal aysi an because we accept certain aspects in a foreign
culture? | do not think we will beconme |ess Malay, |ess Iban, | ess Kadazan
or |l ess Mal aysi an just because we are nore interested to | earn sonething
i ndepth, we are nore know edgeabl e, we are nore di sciplined and systematic
in ternms of methods and approach and are nore concerned with the know edge
we accumrul at e which can possi bly be used not only by us but also by others
and ot her generations.

We do not becone Europeans because we wear coat and tie, speak English,
practi se denpocracy and not feudalism

Conpare the open research in the Western culture with the attitude of
our bonoh and dukun. 1f our bomoh and dukun find or invent a potent
medi cine, they will hide the ingredients fromothers. They will not wite
inthe journal on the matter. They will not conduct studies sincerely,
that is without being influenced by self interest.

Whet her potent or not, the claimon the effectiveness of their nedicine
continues and the reci pe hidden. Wien they die the recipe is lost, the
potent nedicine is lost. Unfortunate will be for those who fall sick after
t he bonoh or dukun is not around anynore.

Today know edge on nedi ci ne expands rapi dly because advanced races did
not hide their know edge. W can al so share this. But can we share the

Isn't it aloss to us when knowl edge i s hidden just because those who
i nvent the medicine want to keep the benefits that can be reaped fromit
for thensel ves? Despite this, we know that there is no dukun who becane
weal t hy because of his know edge, no generations of dukun or bonbh who are
academ c, respectabl e and weal t hy.

On the contrary, although the medical experts of advanced races exposed
their know edge, they did not |ose because of it. The world respects them
and their nanes are witten in gold ink and are al ways renenbered. Mny
were awarded with Nobel Prize. Certainly they becane richer than our bonoh
and dukun who have ingredi ents of potent nedicine.

That is the extent of difference between our culture and that of the
advanced races. Did they becone progressive because of this culture of
theirs or that they can practise this culture because they are advanced?
Can we say this culture does not influence the progress that they have
achi eved? Let us ponder together.

There are many nore differences in culture and life's val ues between



those who are | ess advanced and those who are advanced. We are a hal f
advanced race and certainly sone of the things in our culture are
different fromthose who are | ess advanced than us.

W see how those who are | ess advanced al ways struggle for power,
practise corruption openly, do not like tolive with rules and | aws,

i ndi sci plined, |azier than us, never nake an attenpt to absorb better
system and approach and many other differences. That is why they are |ess
advanced than we are. And we often say things which are not good about
them why they do not do this and that |ike what we do.

These | ess advanced peopl e are probably nore advanced than the primtive
races who live slightly better off than God' s creati ons whi ch have no
capability to think. If we study the difference in the achi evenents of
these races, we will definitely see the |ink between culture and the
perfornmances of the races.

We can be proud of our |evel of progress thus far. Unfortunately when we
begin to easily feel satisfied with the little things we have, the signis
our perfornmance of progress will decline. This is because those who have
al ready advanced are not static. They continue to progress and | eave us
who do not nove behind; as tinme goes by, they progress further, until we
are considered by themas a prinitive race.

And that is not all. They will oppress us, will enslave us. Maybe we
just accept being humiliated and enslaved. What's wong? But we like to
claimoursel ves as the naster. W want people to respect us. W want. But
people will not give just because we want. They will only give to us if
there is sonething within us which forces themto respect us, forcing us
to become their naster.

An Enlish proverb says, "There is no need to reinvent the wheel". The
wheel has been reinvented, just copy. Wat is needed is that the whee
needs to be inproved so that it becone faster. A round tree trunk can be
cut to nake a wheel, but this wheel will be heavy, easy to break and wll
not be fast. If a hole is bored in the mddle of this thin wood, it
becones lighter, faster but easily breakable. But if the wheel is tied
with steel around it, the wheel will becone stronger and nore durable. And
if the wheel is installed with conpact rubber tyre or with air tyre, the
wheel becones nore efficient. For a culture which gives priority to
conti nued progress, research is made continuously to invent better things.

Al t hough we do not need to invent wheels, we shoul d upgrade the
sophi stication of the wheels we use. Sinmlarly if we want to progress, the
ways and culture to progress are already there. There is no need for us to
i nvent new ways and culture. W only need to drop what is considered not
good and i nprove the copied culture which can bring benefits.

The Arabs during the pre-Islamc days were ignorant. They were so
i nfluenced by their tribes that they never stopped fighting anong
t hensel ves. They nust have forgotten the reasons that |ed to t hem bei ng
enem es, but their enmty and fights continued.

Their culture was uncivilised and hostile. They often killed their
daughters. They did not respect wonen, seeing themas an asset that was
changeabl e with ot her goods and as the slaves of the famly.

In short, the Arabs before Islamwere | eft behind, unprogressive,
unrespect ed by anyone, ignorant, uneducated and illiterate. This was the
culture of the pagan Arabs.

Later on these ignorant Arabs accepted |slamwhich not only advocated
faith in one God Allah and his Messenger Muhanmad, but al so nobl e val ues.
They were united in Islamto the extent they becane brothers, respected
the wonen, gave priority to justice, appreciated and respected the Quran
and ot her holy books, they considered know edge i nportant and they sought
know edge whi ch had been explored by the G eeks and ot her races.



The Arab culture changed radically after they enbraced |Islam From
i gnorant and weak people and only knowing howto live in the desert in a
primtive way, they succeeded in building an enpire which al nbst covered
the entire world at that tine, that was before America was di scovered.

They not only managed to acquire know edge in science, mathenatics,
geogr aphy and ot her ol d know edge possessed by the G eeks and Romans, but
al so expl ored new knowl edge |i ke sailing, astronony, algebra and
| ogarithm They recorded their researches until many scientists from
Europe went to learn their know edge fromtheir nadrasah

They were advanced in all aspects. They could used iron and mnerals to
the extent that Damascus was known for its high quality steel, glass and
ceram c, buildings decorated with Arabesque inscription and gardens which
had fountai ns whose water was derived froma far away nount ain.

These people of the desert were successful in the agricultural field in
countries they conquered |ike Spain. Their sailors sailed to the East up
to the islands in the Malay Archipelago and to the West and up to Spain.

Their traders were successful all over the world. Alkaf and Al sagoff are
nanmes of Arab traders who were rich and at one point controlled the
entrepot trade in Singapore and Jawa.

The cul ture absorbed by the pagan Arabs after they accepted |slam
clearly made them successful in this world. Therefore it is not true the
claimthat Islamis a religion strictly for the world hereafter.

That was the effect of the acceptance of Islamand Islanic culture on
the Arabs who were uncivilised and i gnorant. From an unprogressive race
and one who only knew how to fight anmong t hensel ves, they becane a race
who was united and were far advanced that Europeans during that era.

Today, the Arabs are considered backward, found to have been left far
behind in all aspects. They are being hum liated and often fool ed by
Eur opeans who at one time conquered all Arab nations.

Wiy did this fate befall themwhile they are still Mislins? |Is |Islamand
the Islamic culture not suitable anynore in this nodern tinme?

The answer is although the Arabs are Muslins, they have ignored many of
the teachings of the religion. For exanple, while |Islamprofesses that
Muslims to unite as brothers, the Arabs not only do not act |ike brothers,
but even fight anong thensel ves. They return to their uncivilised ways by
bei ng permanent enem es between one Islam c Arab country with another.
Money and weapons are used to fight and kill fell ow Miuslinms. The non-
Muslinms are taken as partners to fight with other Mislims.

Wars are normal ly influenced by greed, the desire to get the wealth of
other Muslimcountries or due to different political ideologies. Sonetines
the excuse given was that the other parties were less Islamc, had
devi ated and could not be regarded as brothers in |Islamanynore.

Smal | groups in the Miuslimconmunity who were frustrated because their
opi ni on of |Islamwas not accepted by the society terrorised and killed
other Muslims blindly.

Know edge that is said to be related to Islamis not sought anynore.
Certainly studies and explorations in science and other fields are not
given attention by Arab Muslinms and non- Arabs. As such, the Mislins becone
backward, weak and depend on ot hers, including those who are their foes,
for alnmpst all their requirements and defence in this nodern era.

Wil e they reject know edge that is considered non-1slam they
unashanedl y buy and use the products derived fromthe non-Mislim
know edge, including weapons to kill other Misli ms.

Concentration and attention are on snmall matters which are insignificant
in the progress of Muslins or protecting them Though Islamhas freed
worren fromthe culture of the uncivilised Arabs, injustice to wonmen has
resurfaced so much so there were those who said that all social problens



were the result of wonmen. So, attenpts were nade to segregate themso that
they could not seduce nen. But nen do not becone better because of this
action.

We feel ashamed to nmention it, but in our country certain crinmes which
are caused by sexual desire occur nore often anong the Mal ays who are
Musl i mthan the non-Musli ns.

I sl ami ¢ teachings are not wong. The fault is with us who pay attention
to the question of covering the aurat nore then fromthe effect of
covering the aurat of our noral. Just |like the horses and swords which are
no nore effective for defence, covering the aurat of Muslins is not
effective anynore in containing the lust in the nmulti-racial society. This
i s because today many Muslinms visit the countries of non-Mislins who adopt
different cultures. The mass nmedi a has nade the prohibition to cover the
aurat not inpl enentabl e.

This method in handling problens is sinmlar to trying to prohibit the
enem es from usi ng nodern weapons because we want to use swords and
hor ses.

Because of this, the MiuslimArabs who were advanced in the past are
backward. The Muslimenpire established by the generation of pagan Arabs
who enbraced | sl amare not around anynore.

Those who wi shed to revive the glory of Islamand the Mislinms by
following the interpretation of the Islamc teachings during the Islanic
gl ori ous period were obstructed.

O hers only try to pacify their hearts by clainmng that the progress of
the non-Muslins is actually not progress. They also try to claimdirectly
or indirectly that the world is not for Muslins. The world hereafter is
theirs, as if they know they are sinless although they ignore many of the
i mportant teachings of Islam

W are Mal ays who are Muslins. Mdre than the Arabs or other races who
are Muslins, Malay nationalismis directly associated with Islam A person
is not a Malay unless he is a Muslim That is our stand towards Islam

I f the pagan Arabs who accepted |slam could becone so advanced and
strong until they succeeded in building the Islamic Enpire is it not
possi bl e the Mal ays with such a strong faith in Islamcan al so enjoy
progress and successes as the pagan Arabs who enbraced Islanf?. Is it not
possi bl e that the culture of the Malays change so that it is consistent
with the progress and successes which at one tine were found anong t he
Musl i ns?

We Mal ays do not intend to build an enpire. Qur aspiration is noderate.
We |ike to be just as progressive as other races who have progressed. Wth
that we can redeemthe dignity of our race, to a certain extent the
dignity of our religion and even the dignity of Bumi puteras in this
country.

For nore than 50 years Umo has struggled to redeemthe dignity of the
Mal ays. Umo's struggl e cannot be separated fromthe struggle of Mislinms
because it is clear that when Umo succeeds, when Ml aysi a succeeds, the
wor | d acknowl edges | sl am has succeeded.

Al t hough there are many non-Mislins in Mal aysia, this does not deny the
fact that Malaysia is a country led by Muslinms. Actually there has been no
Islami c country led by Miuslins that has been consi dered successful. What
nmore with our country where the Muslins who formthe majority group need
to lead the non-Mislinms w thout causing adverse effect on the country's
| sl ami sation and pronoting it. However, wi thout using force, Umo has
succeeded.

We are not shouting that we are the hero of the Muslins. But Ml ay
nationalismand | sl amcannot be separated. Wen the Ml ays succeed Mislins
succeed too as all Malays are Muslinms. There is no need for us to nmake



noi se, beat our chests and shout "W are the Muslimfighters".

But we certainly know that we have not succeeded enough. To really
redeemthe dignity of race and religion, our progress nust at |east be on
par with those said to be advanced in this world, those respected, even
feared by all, including Miuslins and Islam c countries.

It is clear that our struggles have not ended yet and will not possibly
end in a short period because we are pursuing a noving target, a target
whi ch does not wait for us.

From what | have nentioned on the role of culture, on the successes of
progressive people, on the inpact |Islamhad on the uncivilised Arabs and
t he devel oprments in the history of Islamduring the glorious period and
during backward tinme, it is clear that we can achieve progress if we are
prepared to change and forma culture suitable to achi eve successes.

Qur capabilities are not |ess than those of others who are now
progressive. Not the colour of the skin or weather or race which deternine
achi evenents. Certainly it is not Islamwhich is an obstacle to progress.
What obstruct progress is the culture we have fornmed for ourselves, which
we consider suitable with Islamand giving identity to the Malays; this
culture has obstructed our progress to a level which is our aspiration.

It is not that the culture is all unsuitable. If it is 100 per cent not
suitable, we certainly would not have reached today's | evel. But to place
our race on par with those who have advanced in this world and so that we
are not huniliated and oppressed by ot her races, we nmust consciously and
wisely forma culture which can ensure that we can achi eve the objective
of becom ng a progressive race.

In this effort Umo nust becone the pacesetter and pioneer. |If Umo does
not dare to show good exanpl es, believe me our race will becone backward,
| eft behind, |aughed at by others and humiliated. W are not arrogant but
there is no other party or organisation which can and has the opportunity
to forma new culture for the Mal ays so that they can face the chall enge
of the modern world, especially in the information technol ogy era which
knows no borders anpbng countri es.

Many t hi ngs have been done by Umo so far. The Malay culture in this era
is not the sane as the culture of the Mal ays when Ml aysi a was col oni sed
in fact not even the sanme with the Malay cul ture when we were fighting for
i ndependence and during the early post-independence period. The greater
part of the new Malay culture was formed consciously and often
unconsci ously too by Umo and the change in the country's soci al
political and econom c clinmate brought about by the adm nistration of
Umo' s | eader shi p.

Ceneral ly the change of culture anong the new Mal ays has hel ped nade
them successful. Today they do not drop out, are not isolated fromthe
country's economny, politics and soci al devel opnent.

I n business and industries, they have shown the capabilities we do not
even expect they woul d have. They nmanaged to acquire the know edge and
skills which they thensel ves believed before were possessed by ot hers.
They do not feel inferior and shy as before when the country's weal th was
al nost 100 per cent owned by others. Generally they have nore or |ess
succeeded in redeening the dignity of their race.

But they also have to admit that not all the new culture is good. There
are nany el enents which are not good in the new Malay culture. If in the
past the Mal ays were not involved in negative activities such as dadah
addi ction, today the mapjority of dadah addicts are Malay youths. It is the
same with AIDS, social crines such as rapes, dunping of babies, child and
wi fe battering, slandering and rmany ot her t hings.

We are worried with these elenents, the efforts to establish a new
enough for us to pronote themfully and make them a progressive race.



That is why we are very serious about the problemof corruption in the
adm ni stration and in the party as well as the probl emof noney politics.
Corruption will cause the greedy, those w thout norals and the
unqualified, to be chosen as party and governnent |eaders. This kind of
people will always abuse power to enrich thenselves while in position and
to ensure that they would continue to get support. The people will be
bribed with the Governnent's noney whi ch shoul d be used for nationa
devel opnent, for the prosperity of the people.

Corruption will only benefit certain people, people who can use their
power as a |eader for their own interest. It is not possible for all the
people to benefit. The mpjority of the people will be di sappointed.
Everything will be nore expensive because the el ement of corruption needs
to included.

If it is not curbed, corruption will spread and becone a normal practice
by those who hold any position. An office boy can also force a client to
bribe himin order for something to be done. And those at the top will not
prevent himfromaccepting bribes because they would al so want their
share. And on until the Mnister and Prinme Mnister.

It is not possible for these people who accept bribes known by al
of ficers and staff nenbers to prevent and di scipline any of their
subor di nat e.

Al'l costs involving Governnent dealings will go up because of bribery
for those at all levels - officers, staff nmenbers and Mnister. And then
the banks will be involved and capital costs and every loan will becone
nore than the cost of interest.

Bribery to bank officers, known as "football noney' was very w despread
not so |l ong ago. Wenever sonmething is in shortage and difficult to
obtain, there is a need for bribery to get it, even though it is from
busi nessnmen. This is also the same with essential services fromthe
Governnent or private sector.

In short when corruption becones part of the national culture, every
cost, from Governnent dealings to the production of goods or services and
selling prices, will increase. Every type of work will take a longer tine
to be done.

There is no certainty in any dealings, in ternms of cost or time. It is
not possible to achieve efficiency and all devel opnent will be
i nterrupted.

Trade in and outside the country will be difficult and not conpetitive
because of the high cost and inefficient service. In the end the
performance of national devel opment will decline.

Everyone wi Il be poor although earnings are high because everything is
expensive. Those involved in corruption will also face the consequences
because they are living in a poor and backward country and they will be
| ooked down by ot her people and ot her races.

Corruption is not the only cultural practice which can destroy us. There
are other bad practices and val ues that can destroy us. And we nust
el i m nate these bad val ues.

But we cannot be passive, protecting ourselves fromthe negative. |If we
want to advance we need to plan and i nplement a strategy that can enable
us to advance.

Here we need to determ ne our objective and strategy. Do we really want
to beconme an advanced race or isn't this inportant or necessary to be
attai ned because progress does not bring about any advant age.

Many have said that we should be satisfied with what we have. In fact,
some have clained that fate has deternm ned what we have and we shoul d j ust
be thankful. The little that we have cannot increase (Rezeki secupak tidak
akan nmenj adi segantang). Poverty in life will be rewarded with wealth in



the hereafter. Humiliation in this world will be rewarded with greatness
in the hereafter.

W will reject this claim But our attitude of not wanting to work hard,
easily satisfied, quick to waste when we are a little well-off, quick to
move from chasing wealth to chasing fun which is sonetines forbidden,
shows that we have not absorbed honourabl e values that give priority to
dignity nore than fulfilling desires.

The little wealth that we are enjoying has already destroyed our norals
and our young generation. They |oaf around, are involved in bohsia, use
drugs and so on. Are we really convinced that the progress that we have
attai ned can be perpetuated by those who will inherit fromus.

If we really want to progress, because progress in this world is equally
important with happiness in the hereafter; if we want to progress because
we value our integrity; if we want to progress because we want to be
master in the true sense; then we have to be sure that we are capabl e and
in apositionto be "naster'. It is useless if we claimourselves to be
“master' while we and our people are easily oppressed and hum |i at ed.

To be "master' we need to have certain qualities. W have to have
certain know edge and efficiency. W will not acquire know edge and
efficiency if we are not prepared to pursue themthrough the right way and
appr oach.

Fromthe history of Islam we know that Mislinms were able to acquire
know edge pi oneered by G eek phil osophers. Because the Greeks did not
wite in Arabic, the Arabs nmust have surely learnt Greek to | earn and
acqui re the know edge of the Greeks.

It is the sane with us. If we want to acquire know edge and efficiency
of foreigners, then we nust be prepared to | earn foreign | anguages. The
hi gher our command of a particular |anguage, the easier it is for us to
acqui re know edge pioneered in that | anguage.

The view that we can only be nationalists if we undersand only our
| anguage is wong. Wiether or not we are prepared to admit it, the reality
is that nuch of the know edge we need for progress is not pioneered or
documented by us. W& are not even able to translate vital know edge
because in order to translate we need people who are experts in three
things - in his own | anguage, in a foreign | anguage and hi ghly educated in
that field of knowl edge. W do not have these people. Even if we do, they
are doi ng ot her work which under existing conditions, we regard as nore
i nportant.

We cannot wait for the tine when we can get enough of these experts.
Know edge and sophi sticated technol ogy are not static. More so than in the
past, new know edge and technolgy is created so fast. In the mcro-chip
era which increases manifold in strength every 18 nonths, technol ogy wll
expand nore rapidly.

It is not possible for us to have enough experts to translate into our
| anguage every know edge that is pouring out, the result of other people's
research and pioneering. If we wait, we will be left behind, we will be
backward, and will not understand the spread of know edge and technol ogy,
past, present and future.

Qur race will be a primtive race, to be fooled, hunmiliated and
oppressed by others. W may be nore nationalist in our view But a
national i st who accepts being humliated is not a nationalist.

The true nationalists are those who work hard to advance their race and
are capabl e of conpeting successfully with those who have progressed. A
true nationalist is one who is respected because he is part of a
successful race who can defeat others in any field. Atrue nationalist is
one who can ensure that his race will be respected and held in esteem
t hrough what he has excelled in.



Havi ng command of ot her | anguages does not make us | ess of a nationali st
or less patriotic than nationalists who only have command of their own
| anguage. If it is to the dignity of our race that we know anot her
| anguage and t he know edge in that | anguage, then we will not be | ess
nationalistic or patriotic than the nationalists who are only fluent in
their own | anguage and do not possess know edge that can contribute
towards the redenption of the dignity of the race. Actually, those who
know ot her | anguages and certain know edge are far nore nationalist than
those who are only capabl e of shouting about their nationalism

In our effort to redeemour dignity, it is very inportant that we
acqui re know edge i n whatever | anguage. |If we need to prepare a certain
time for this purpose, then we should be prepared for it.

Di | i gence, determ nation and patience or tine are needed to | earn
sonething. If we do that, God willing, we will succeed, we will devel op
our race, we will becone the true nmaster. If that is our dream

The acqui sition of know edge has to be done froma young age. The Umo-
| ed Governnent has already provided facilities needed for the |earning of
know edge and | anguages of know edge. But many parents have different
views. They are not interested to see their children acquire vital
know edge for the progress of the race and country. Instead, they want
their children to supposedly realise the spirit of Malay nationalism They
do not give encouragenent to their children to |l earn English, for exanple,
seriously. They also do not give attention to their children's work and
performance in school. That is why there are so many pupils and students
of our race who are all over shoppi ng conpl exes after school or sonetines
during school hours.

Many parents want their children to be religi ous. Because of this, many
talented children are not able to acquire know ege in other fields. Later,
when they pass their religious studies, they find that they do not have
that many opportunities to work in fields that offer a high income. They
feel disappointed that society is not fair to them And they are angry
with society especially other poeple who have studied other fields and who
are leading a better life than them And they are angry with the
Gover nnent whi ch they have stanped as secular. It is in troubled waters
that many will try to fish.

It is not that we do not give attention to religious education.
Actually, the facilities provided for the | earning of religion are better
now t han before. Anyone who wi shes to study religion can study it to the
hi ghest level. But, what will happen to the Muslimsociety if the
know edge that hey have is only linmted to that related to only religion,
usul uddi n and f egah.

There are no doctors, engineers, arny chiefs, businessnmen and
entrepreneurs, farnmers and ot her people anobng theminportant for the
prosperity of society. Surely, a society that is linmted to religious
people only will be rigid and weak. They can pray for everything from God
but Allah SWI has said in the Quran that He will not change our fate if we
do not work hard to change it ourselves. It is clear then that prayers
alone will not nmake us successful and happy.

It is certainly not true that all Ml ays send their children to study
only religion. Many are |learning other things too. But we are in need nore
of those educated in fields of know edge that can hel p us successfully
conpete with others. Only when we have enough of themto save us, can we
then say that we have fulfilled fardu kifayah. If there are not enough,

t hen we have sinned.

Def endi ng the umah is sonething that is conpul sory for Miuslims. Those
i nvol ved i n defending the unmah are actually hel ping society fulfil fardu
ki fayah, that is, in carrying out religious obligation. Because of them



the Muslimcomunity will be saved. And because of them the Mislim
community is free of conmitting sins.

Those who deliberately do not work hard to fulfil fardu kifayah that is
so heavy, are surely sinning. Those who only wish to see their children
becone experts in religion only and neglect the security and prosperity of
the ummah are surely not follow ng the teachings of Islam

To ensure that we succeed in our defence, we no | onger need a horse and
a sword. We need sophi sticated weapons. W cannot depend on the supply
fromothers who have other interests. To invent and produce weapons and
def ence equi pnent, we need all sorts of know edge which is not
specifically related to religion. Therefore, there is a need for nore of
our children to be encouraged to command these fields of know edge as
fulfilling religious requirements, as a religious obligation.

Conmrent s about religious education is very sensitive. |f anyone says
that Muslinms should | earn other things than religion, he will be condemed
and regarded as not so Islamc.

Parents who send their children to study religion are regarded as peopl e
who obey the requirements of Islam |In fact, those who give priority to
saving and defending |Islamand Mislins and have their children learn
certain knowl edge, are no less Islamc, but are fulfilling an obligation
by helping to fulfil fardu kifayah.

So too is the religious adherence of political parties and the
Gover nnent whi ch urges nore Miuslimchildren to study know edge which can
save and strengthen the Muslimcomunity and | sl am Because nany
governnents of Miuslimcountries neglect this need |Islanic nations today
are oppressed and Islam hunmiliated. Are those who cause Muslimnations to
be oppressed and Islamto be huniliated better than those who protect the
dignity of Islamand Mislins?

Umo as a political party should not fear allegations that we do not
give priority to Islam Wen we plan the Mul ti media Super Corridor, we are
actual ly working hard to save Muslins during an era that is challenging
now and in the future. Wthout any know edge of information technol ogy and
ways to use it to strengthen Muslinms and their adherence to Islam we wil
not only be left behind but exposed to attacks on our way of life,
religion and cul ture.

In fact, the CD-ROMtechnol ogy has already nade it easier for us to
learn Islam c teachings and to spread these teachings. It is easier to
listen to the Al-Quran and its accurate intepretations through the
computer than just to read the Al-Quran. It is such a waste for us if we
read the Al -Quran as an obligation but not wish to knowits contents.

It is true that there is a possibility that our MSC project will be
m sused or will give rise to undesired things. But if we do not know about
mul ti medi a technol ogy and nmanagenent, there is a greater possibility that
we will not be able to control the negative el enents and we cannot use the
technol ogy for our good.

We certainly knowthat if we do not have control over the ways and
technol ogy of television, for exanple, we will be exposed to purely
foreign propaganda and culture. But because we know how t o manage and use
tel evision, we therefore are able to reduce the negative effects from
foreign propaganda and use it for our benefit.

So it is with information and multinmedia technology. |If we do not have
control of this technology, then we will be attacked by all types of
i nformation which is usel ess, and can destroy and damage our norals and
culture. The Multinedia Super Corridor is a project to enable us to have
control of the latest technology and use it for our benefit.

Indeed it is easy to discredit the Miltinedia Super Corridor by claimng
that the Seranbi Mekah is better, but the claimto nmake Kel antan a Ser anbi



Mekah i s sonething that has | ong been done. What we see now are the

i ncidents of drug abuse, AIDS and khal wat happeni ng nore in Kel antan than
in other States. The claimto have Kel antan under a certain politica
party as Seranbi Mekah is nmerely a political propaganda which uses as a
tool the strong adherence Mal ays have to Islamfor the political interest
of people who are willing to see Miuslins becone backward and suffer as

| ong as these people can enjoy high positions.

O late, all sorts of fatwa on matters related to the lifestyle of
Muslinms in Mal aysia have been nade. Under Islamic laws in the Federa
Territory, the nmufti nmakes a fatwa which is later to be endorsed by a
fatwa council, chaired by the sane nufti. Wen it is endorsed and decl ared
or gazetted, the fatwa then becones | aw.

But the sane |aws al so provide that the nufti can nullify his fatwa or
any other fatwa i ssued before that by himor another mufti. This provision
wrong or not suitable which needs to be nullified. In other words, the | aw
admts the possibility that fatwa i ssued coul d be wong. The power of the
mufti in making and annuling fatwa is very big.

The nufti is a position created by the rulers of Muslimcountries after
the death of the Prophet to hel p nake decisions related to religious
matters. The post of nmufti was needed because of the tendency of people
claimng thensel ves as ul ama to nmake fatwa and i ndivi dual interpretaions
whi ch were often conflicting among thenmsel ves and confused Muslins. Wth
the existence of nmufti, then the Mufti Departnent al one coul d nmake and
nullify a fatwa. In this way, there would not be conflicting fatwa in
relation to the sane matter.

Throughout the history of Islam nany fatwa were accepted and used and
were later nullified and disregarded. So it was with the forbidence in
Islamto carve the face and shape of human beings or aninals. The reason
was that |ong ago, the Arabs and the foll owers of other religions liked to
wor ship idols which they carved to resenble man or animals. There were
al so those who carved and drew the faces of their gods and | ater
wor shi pped t hese carvi ngs and pi ctures.

To prevent Allah from being associated with other objects or attenpts to
create an image of Allah to be | ater worshipped, Islamforbids the carving
or drawi ng of the face and shape of humans or aninmals. Until the end of
the MuslimEnpire of Turkey, this ban was enforced.

But in this age, this can no longer be enforced in the entire Islam c
wor | d because of the existence of caneras and tel evision. Pictures of
I slami c personalities and ul ama can be obtai ned just anywhere.

Are Muslins then no | onger obeying Islamic laws in relation to the
carving and drawi ng of humans and animals? In this matter, we should refer
back to the reason why the lawto forbid it was nmade. The reason was to
prevent the jahiliah Arabs who enbraced Islamfromreturning to their
wor shi ppi ng of idols, drawi ngs and so on which they were doi ng before.

If we nake statues or pictures and we worship them then we have i ndeed
violated Islam c teachings. But we are not the jahiliah Arabs who just
enbraced Islam W know howto differentiate between the God whom we
worship, that is Allah SWIF and the carvings or pictures which we do not
equate with God and we do not worship. W do not also violate this | aw
forbidding the carving or drawi ng of God or the Prophet. Therefore we are
not violating the neaning and intention of this |aw forbidding the carving
and drawi ng of humans and ani mals. W do not worship any carving or
drawi ng as God or as the synbol of our God.

Nevert hel ess, many Muslins regard the intention or neaning of a lawin
Islamas not inportant. What is inportant is only the way or approach. By
giving priority to ways, the neaning and intention of Islamc teachings
often are not achi eved.



Islamis not a religion of obligatory rituals which need to be carried
out without considering that a particular intention is required to be
carried out. Everything that is asked by Islamis connected with the
prosperity in the life of Muslins. That was why every tine the jahiliah
Arabs enbraced i sl am they achi eved extraordi nary progress.

But intime, the priority given to the obligation of making rituals and
what was related to the formand shape of |slam becane stronger. The
attire of the Arabs during the Prophet's tine and several centuries after
that, and worn by all Arabs, Muslimor Christian, was made a synbol of
Islam And Muslins wore this attire but they were often at war anong
t hensel ves without regard to the heavier requirement in Islamfor Mislins
to be kins.

In the question of security, Mislinms were asked to have horses and
swords to frighten their enemes. In this age, horses and swords will not
frighten anybody. If we adhere to the instruction that we have a horse and
sword, then today, we will not be able to do anythi ng because our enenies
are not afraid of horses and swords. But if we concentrate on the
intention contained in the Quranic verse for us to frighten our enem es,
then we will surely have ready a battle force equi pped w th sophisticated
weapons that can frighten our enenies.

It is the same with covering the aurat. The intention for this is
because during the tinme of the Prophet, the jahiliah Arabs were lustful to
the extent that they often abducted and raped wonen fromother tribes. The
result was unendi ng wars anong t hensel ves.

But, in this age in Ml aysia, we are very strong about the covering of
aurat. Severe punishnment is set for those who violate the law on this.

That peopl e who cover their aurat abandon babi es, abuse and kill children
rape and commit all sorts of sexual crimes, we do not relate it to the
intention of covering the aurat. Just |ike preparing a horse and a sword
to frighten one's eneny, and the carving and draw ng of hunmans and ani mal s
not to be worshipped, the covering of aurat has lost its effect.

This does not nmean the Al-Quran is wong. W are wong because we give
priority to the covering of aurat and not to the fight agai nst sexual
crimes which are the primary intention of Islanic teachings. Just |ike
pi ctures and carvi ngs whi ch we can no | onger prevent, the exposure of
aurat can be seen by all Muslinms in this age. The stress should be on
I slami ¢ noral education and not showi ng the differences between Mislins
and non-Muislinms because this cannot prevent sexual crimes which are
wi despread in Mislimsociety.

Because of the wong enphasis, because of priority given to ways and not
intention, that today's Muslinms are in conflict anobng thensel ves,

di sunited and weak. The real eneny we do not care about. Friends and kins
of the sane religion are condemmed and nade eneni es because they are
regarded to be less Islanic.

In the entire Muslimworld, this is what is happening. As |long as
sonething is clained to be a requirenent in |Islam other actions which are
clearly unlslanic, are allowed (hal al kan). Just l|ike fitnah, slander and
al l egations made to the extent that the killings of other Miuslins are
permtted because of the pursuit of what is clained to be denanded by
I sl am

Covering the hair on the head has the sane intention as covering aurat
which is to prevent sexual crimes. No one is preventing this practice but
many wi sh to force nore than what is asked to the extent that children and
the elderly are made to cover their heads. And we should not forget that
t hose who cover their heads have al so commtted sexual crinmes, not |ess
t han those who do not cover their heads. This is because we give priority
to covering the head and not fighting sexual crinmes. As |ong as we cover



our head, we have perfected our anal an.

Meanwhil e, the |Islamc teaching on kinship anmong Muslins, on not to
shane or disappoint others, on defending the ummah, on justice, on
preventing chaos in society, on happiness and prosperity in the life of
Muslims, is neglected. Muslins then beconme weak and wi t hout know edge,
fooled and humiliated by the enemies of Islam All this is not because
I sl ami c teachings are wong, but because enphasis is given to only half of
the teachings of Islamthat is to the ways and not the nmeani ng and
intention of Islamc teachings.

I realise that what 1| amsaying will not make many peopl e confortable,

i ncludi ng Umo nenbers. But we are facing a problem of increasing

i ntol erance to anyone who does not give priority to the formand shape of
Islamto the point that the sunat is nade conpul sory and the wajib

(compul sory) is enhanced and tightened further, with the clai mthat anyone
who does not carry it out is not Islamic or nurtad (an apostate).

In several other Muslimcountries, the fanatic groups are prepared to
kill people of the same faith because they want to seize power to
i mpl ement their opinion. In Ml aysia, groups |like these have al ready
reached a | evel of slandering and denying the ~Mislimess' of others. If
left like this, we will also becone like certain Mislimcountries which
are already weak and oppressed by foreign powers. W have to defend the
true Islanm c teachings before tragedy befalls us.

Mal aysia is regarded by other Miuslimcountries as an exenplary country.
This is not our claim |In newspapers in Mislimcountries, in the speeches
of their leaders, and in their talks with us and with others, they not
only state that Malaysia is an exanple to other Mislimcountries, but they
are very proud of and awed by Ml aysia as a progressive Mislimcountry.
And they ask for the formula of success of a Muslimcountry which has many
non- Musl i ns.

The reason they are awed by and proud of Malaysia is not that we have
exhibited the kind of Islamwhich is extrene but that we practise
nmoderation in Islam Ml aysi an Miuslins have successfully dealt with the
problemof ruling a nulti-ethnic and religious popul ati on. They, the non-
Musl ims, believe the way we inplenment Islamc | aws to be very good because
it is clear that it has brought peace and progress to our country which
they admt and regard as a Muslimcountry as we have officially
recogni sed

They are actually very di sappointed with the action and opi nions of the
groups anong the Muslins who are too extrene to the extent of being
violent in the nane of Islamand put enphasis on trivial issues in their
community. They wish to see Islamc policies and practices |ike those in
Mal aysi a practised by their people. The | eaders of their governments al so
wi sh for that.

If those who lead and live in Miuslimcountries are overwhel med by our
noderate | sl am c ways, why then do we wi sh for extrene ways whi ch have
caused other Muslimcountries to face probl ens and not devel op. Wy are
t here anong us who |ike better Islamc synbols |like attire and sporting
beards and not concentrate on nore serious nmatters for Muslins |ike
ki nship and defence. Do they like us to be disunited and weak to the
extent that we will be oppressed by others who have their own interest and
who like to see us continue to be weak.

Who is the one to be truly fighting for Islan? Those who give priority
to what they regard as Islamc synbols or the Governnent and Umo which
give priority to the defence and prosperity of Muslins in this country and
nmore or less in other countries too.

| have taken quite a long tinme to discuss matters related to the Islamc
religion and practices in this country. In this regard, there will be



those who hold the opinion that as a person who has not studied religion
specifically and does not understand Arabic, | have therefore no right to
speak on Islam

I would like to stress that the split anbng Muslins into several nazhab
(school s of thought) and groups with all sorts of practices and
understanding, while there is only one Islamc religion, was caused by the
interpretations and teachings of others who specialised in religion and
under stood the Arabi c | anguage. Understanding the religion and Arabic
| anguage does not guarantee that their interpretations and teachi ngs were
accurate, true and simlar. In fact, because of specific interests, there
were anong themwho wongly interpeted the teachings of Islam

Sai di na Abu Bakar, the first Caliph of the Muslins, was al so prepared to
be criticised if he did sonething wong. But there are people with little
know edge of |slamand Arabic who clainmed they could not be criticised.
Are they then bigger than Saidi na Abu bakar? Can they so easily accuse
ot her people as kafir (infidel), nmurtad and firaun? Have those whomthey
accused no right to defend thensel ves?

Miusli m| eaders and society not only have the right but the
responsibility to |l ead the Muslimcomunity. If the | eaders find that
there are teachi ngs which are wong or which disregard matters inprotant
to Muslins, Muslimleaders not only should criticise but nust criticise.

Musl i ns today are oppressed and humili ated because the | eaders of Miuslim
countries do not criticise Islam c teachings and practices that can easily
weaken and disunite Muslins. Until today Muslins in Ml aysia are not
attacked by di seases that have struck nmany other Muslimcountries. Al
this while we do not have an extrem st group that attacks and sl aughter
ot her Muslins who do not accept their teachings. But, we can see those who
are interested in this extrem st way, who want our Mislimsociety to give
priority to the prevention of small sins while the bigger sins are
commtted. This flow nmust be curbed and Umo as the ruling party which is
responsi bl e nust be brave to fight this unhealthy trend.

It is 40 years since Umo has | ed the Government which rules a multi-
racial and religious country. Throughout the history of independent
Mal aysi a we have seen how our country whi ch was backward and weak freed
fromthe shackl es of col onialism advanced and progressed until it has
becone an exenplary country to other devel opi ng countries.

Al t hough the Ml aysi an popul ation is nade up of many races diverse in
religious worship, |anguage and culture, the Umo-Iled Governnment has been
abl e to saf eguard peace

The Mal ays and ot her Bum putera who are weak in terns of econony, have
been absorbed in the trade and industry community until distinction is no
| onger gl aring between them and other ethnic groups in terns of efficiency
and acqui sition of sources of wealth.

Al t hough fromthe beginning there were attenpts to split the Ml ays
through religious politics, this attenpt failed. The mpjority of Ml ays
had a noderate attitude as is required in Islam and not an extrene
attitude that is condemed in Islam

Because of all this, Malaysia, has becone rich and strong and is able to
hel p others who are oppressed and victim sed, including the Muslins in
Bosni a, Pal estine, Sonmalia and el sewhere. W do not experience the probl em
of riotings by extrem st groups found in many ot her devel opi ng countri es,

i ncl udi ng many Muslimcountri es.

Because of this we can plan to further devel op our country so that it
can becone an advanced country by 2020. Wet her we can achieve this
obj ective depends on nmany factors. Fromoutside the country, there are
many eneni es who would like to colonise us again indirectly. They are
hel ped, consciously or unconsciously, by groups in the country inclined to



extrem st ways and not tolerant, including Mislimgroups who are not happy
because we do not exhibit ways which to themare Islanic - that is to
riot, condem, and to always accuse other Muislins as unl sl amc.

We in Umo need to deal with every threat for the freedom and peace of
our country and the prosperity and security of Miuslins and other ethnic
groups in our country. | believe that if we allow extrem st groups to do
as they pleased without fear, we will be just |ike several Mislim
countries which today face chaos, riots, are weak and oppressed by bigger
powers.

Umo's responsibility is big. The chall enges which we have faced and
overcone in the past are small conpared to the chall eneges ahead. If we
are not brave, if we lack conviction of the truth and honour of our
struggle, if we are preoccupied with wealth and materialism if we are
involved in corruption, if we allow people who use religion to act wildly,
then the 51 years of our struggle for religion and race will be futile.

( END)
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