14 OCT 1997
Mahat hi r - Technol ogy
REDUCE SOLE RELI ANCE ON TECHNOLOd ES OF CERTAIN COUNTRIES, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmed said today that there is a need for Malaysia to reduce its sole
reliance on technol ogies of certain industrialised countries to achieve
full industrialised nation status by the year 2020.

He said Mal aysia nmust have nore partners and suppliers of technol ogy
and nanmed Russia as one of them

"Partnership with Russia will certainly assist to extend and enrich our
technol ogy as well as create nore techno-entrepreneurs.

"Such rare opportunity should not be missed," he said in his speeach at
the opening of TechXchange '97 at the M NES near here

H s speech was delivered by Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent
Dat uk Chong Kah Ki at.

Dr Mahathir said trade between Ml aysia and Russia intensified
significantly in 1994 with Ml aysia's purchase of 19 MG 29 jets worth sone
RML billion.

"Technol ogy transfer was arranged through the offset programe to
enabl e Mal aysi an conpani es, research and devel opnent agencies as well as
institutes of higher education to receive training in the aircraft,
avi onics as well as aerospace sector," he added.

In the first seven nmonths of this year, Ml aysia' s export to Russia
amounted to RML10.17 nmillion while its inport from Russia totalled RW34.68
mllion.

In 1996, Malaysia's export to Russia was valued at RW84.6 million
while inports from Russia was RVb667.88 nillion.

The nmmjor export itens to Russia include television receivers, sound
recorders, natural rubber, office machines, teleconmunications equipnent,
pal m oil and cocoa while inports from Russia include manufactured
fertilisers, iron and steel, base netal ores and edi ble products.

TechXchange 97 is the first high-technol ogy exhibition and conference
to highlight the latest sciences and technologies from Russia in the
Asi a-Pacific region. -- BERNAVA

AD RM



	REDUCE SOLE RELIANCE ON TECHNOLOGIES OF CERTAIN COUNTRIES, SAYS PM (Bernama 14/10/1997)

