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Rej ect extrenmism Ml ays told

Ahi rudin Attan

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yesterday urged the Ml ays

to reject sone basic beliefs about religion and culture which he said may
have obstructed their progress and could | ead them back to backwardness.

In a thought-provoki ng address to Umo del egates i n Kual a Lunpur
yesterday, Dr Mahathir said the Malays' strive for progress could stall if
they allow thenselves to be frustrated in their efforts or if they were
compl acent in their success.

Herein lies the need for the Malays to reject extremsm to be al ways
noderate and to continue believing in their ability to achieve the
obj ectives they have set out to reach, the Umo president said when
opening the party's general assenbly.

In an address which was |argely focussed on the state of the
Mal ay/ Bumi put era social and cultural beliefs and behaviours, Dr Mahathir
touched on wi de-rangi ng i ssues affecting the behavi our of Ml ays as
Musl i s and the chanpions of Islam- as a race trying to catch up with
other races in this country in terms of socio-econonic devel opnent, as a
race | eading a country that nmust deal with attenpts by outside parties to
domi nate and indirectly col onise this nation.

"W, the Malays do not intend to build an enpire. Qur aspiration is
nmoderate. We like to be just as progressive as other races who have
progressed. Wth that we can redeemthe dignity of our race, to a certain
extent the dignity of our religion and even the dignity of Bum puteras in
this country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said for nore than 50 years Umo has struggled to redeemthe
dignity of the Malays. Umo's struggl e cannot be separated fromthe
struggle of Muslins because it is clear that when Umo succeeds, when
Mal aysi a succeeds, the world acknow edges | sl am has succeeded.

"Al though there are many non-Muslins in Mal aysia, the fact that Ml aysi a
is acountry |led by Muslinms cannot be denied. Actually there has been no
Islamc country |led by Muslins that has been consi dered successful. Wat
more with our country where the Muslins who formthe mgjority group need
to lead the non-Mislins w thout causing adverse effect on the country's
| sl ami sation and pronoting it. However, wi thout using force, Umo has
succeeded.

"We are not shouting that we are the heroes of the Muslins. But Ml ay
nationalismand I sl amcannot be separated. Wen the Ml ays succeed,
Musl i ms succeed too as all Malays are Muslins. There is no need for us to
make noi se, beat our chests and shout "W are the Muslimfighters'.

"But we certainly know that we have not succeeded enough. To really
redeemthe dignity of race and religion, our progress nust at |east be on
par with those said to be advanced in this world, those respected, even
feared by all, including Muslins and |Islamc countries.

"It is clear that our struggles have not ended yet and will not possibly
end in a short period because we are pursuing a noving target, a target
whi ch does not wait for us," he added.

On culture, Dr Mahathir said: "W can achieve progress if we are
prepared to change and develop a culture suitable to achi eve successes.

"Qur capabilities are not |less than those of others who are now
progressive. It is not the colour of the skin or weather or race which
determ ne achi evenents. Certainly it is not Islamthat is an obstacle to
progr ess.



"What obstruct progress is the culture we have devel oped for oursel ves,
whi ch we consider suitable with Islamand giving identity to the Ml ays;
this culture has obstructed our progress to a |l evel which is our
aspiration.”

Dr Mahathir said Umo has done a ot to inprove the position of the
Mal ays and Muslins as well as the country.

"The Malay culture in this era is not the sane as the culture of the
Mal ays when Mal aysi a was col oni sed, in fact not even the same with the
Mal ay cul ture when we were fighting for Independence and during the early
post - | ndependence peri od.

"The greater part of the new Malay culture was forned consciously and
of ten unconsciously too by Umo, and the change in the country's social,
political and econom c clinmate brought about by the adm nistration of
Umo' s | eader shi p.

"General ly the change of culture anong the new Mal ays has hel ped nade
t hem successful. Today they do not drop out and are not isolated fromthe
country's economc, political and social nminstream

"I'n business and industries, they have shown the capabilities we do not
even expect they woul d have. They have managed to command t he know edge
and skills which they thensel ves believed before were possessed by others.
They do not feel inferior and shy as before when the country's weal th was
al nrost 100 per cent owned by ot hers.

"CGenerally they have nore or | ess succeeded in redeem ng the dignity of
their race.”

However, Dr Mahathir said the new culture is still far fromperfect. For
exanple, the mgjority of the dadah addicts are Malay youths and the Mal ays
do not seemto be able to rid thensel ves of Al DS, social crinmes such as
rapes, dunping of babies, child and wi fe-battering, and sl anderi ng.

"W are worried with these elenents, the efforts to establish a new
culture anong the Mal ays may not be succeed or may be hal f successful, not
enough for us to pronote themfully and make them a progressive race," he
added.

To rid of these negative elenents in the new Malay culture requires the
Mal ays to determine their objective and strategy, and for themto rethink
sone of their old beliefs.

"Many of us claimthat fate has determ ned what we have and we shoul d
just be thankful; that the little we have cannot be increased; that
poverty inlife will be rewarded with wealth in the hereafter; that
humiliation in this world will be rewarded with greatness in the
hereafter.

"W will reject this claim™

Dr Mahathir said Malays al so need to increase their appetite for
know edge and their desires to master |anguages in order to succeed. The
pursuit of religious education nust be matched by striving hard for other
know edge and skills. The Mal ays, for instance, should prepare thensel ves
to control and doninate information technol ogy.

"The Multinmedia Super Corridor is a project to enable us to have contro
of the latest technology and to use it for our benefit.

"Indeed, it is easy to discredit the Miltinedia Super Corridor by
claimng that the “serambi nekah' is better, but the claimto nake
Kel antan a “seranbi nekah' is sonmething that has | ong been done.

"What we see now are the incidents of dadah abuse, Ai ds and khal wat
happening nore in Kelantan than in other states. The claimto have
Kel antan under a certain political party as "seranbi nekah' is nmerely a
political propaganda which uses as a tool the strong adherence Mal ays have
to Islamfor the political interest of people who are willing to see
Musl i s becone backward and suffer as | ong as these people can enjoy high



positions," he said.

He urged Mal ays to educate and equip thensel ves with Islam c know edge,
not just its formbut nore inportantly its essence.

"W are facing a problemof increasing intolerance to anyone who does
not give priority to the formand shape of Islamto the point that the
“sunat' is made conpul sory and the “wajib' (compul sory) is enhanced and
tightened further, with the claimthat anyone who does not carry it out is
not Islamc or "murtad' (an apostate)," he said.

Dr Mahathir said in several other Muslimcountries, the fanatic groups
are prepared to kill people of the sane faith because they want to seize
power to inplenent their opinion.

In Mal aysi a, he added, such groups have already reached a | evel of
sl anderi ng and denyi ng the "Mislimess" of others.

"I'f left like this, we will also becone like certain Muslimcountries
whi ch are al ready weak and oppressed by forei gn powers. W have to defend
the true |Islamc teachings before tragedy befalls us," he added.

In this regard, Dr Mahathir said, Umo has a big responsibility.

"The chal | enges whi ch we have faced and overcone in the past are snal
conpared to the chal |l enges ahead.

“"I'f we are not brave, if we |ack conviction of the truth and honour of
our struggle, if we are preoccupied with wealth and materialism if we are
involved in corruption, if we all ow people who use religion to act wildly,
then the 51 years of our struggle for religion and race will be futile."

( END)
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