18/ 08/ 1997
Rej ect | eaders who devi ate, says PM

Manan Gsman

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has
rem nded party nenbers to abide by Umo's tinme-honoured culture and reject
| eaders who deviate fromit.

Umo's culture, he said, was one which enphasi sed party struggl e and
saf eguarding the interests of all races, rejecting parochialismand the
practice of identifying nenbers with their horme States.

"If there are |l eaders fromthe peninsula trying to pronote a conpletely
different culture, they should be rejected," the Prime Mnister said when
openi ng the Sabah Umo convention at the Shangri-La Tanjung Aru resort.

The convention will begin tonmorrow with a keynote address by the State
I'iaison chief Datuk Qsu Sukam

The convention's 1,300 delegates will discuss three resol utions on
politics, econony and devel opnent.

Al so present were Barisan Nasional secretary-general Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat and representatives from State BN conmponent parties.

Dr Mahathir said Umo represented the people and was responsible for
solving their problens.

"Qur culture is to benefit the people and the nation," he said.
"Therefore, Umo nenbers nust continue to uphold these good val ues."

Dr Mahathir reiterated his call to eradicate corruption before it becane
part of the party's culture

Corruption, he said, had never been part of Umnmo before but now people
were saying that noney politics was part of Ummo's culture.

When the (Umo) el ection was approaching, there were those who started
to get sponsorship to performthe Umah (small Haj) or to get smal
cal cul ators, he said

"This has to be stopped,” he said. "If corruption is the norm then it
will be inpossible to stopit.”

Dr Mahat hir, however, was thankful that the situation had not reached
that |evel

He conceded that it was not easy for |eaders to show that they were
cl ean al though they nust be seen to be clean.

"In politics, people defame others and when this happens, it is
difficult to accept the | eadership of a particul ar person,” he said.
"There are sone who say if you want to win, cone to us because we have a
| ot of votes'."

"This, too, should be avoided,” he said in reference to Sabah Umo,
whi ch has the | argest party nenbership of over 35,000 from 20 di vi si ons.

Dr Mahathir said Umo's struggle during its formative years was
different as it was not rewarded.

Umo's second president Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra even had to spend his
own noney to pursue his political struggle.

"Because of the situation, it was very difficult to find one who was
willing to become a | eader so nuch so that one had to be coaxed into
beconmi ng one," he said.

"Now, there are plenty of people who scranble to becone | eaders and if
not given the opportunity, will even cry, or worse, defect to other
parties."

Dr Mahathir said loyalty to Umo nust renmain alive because it gave
strength and neaning to its struggle.

Because of Umo's noderate stand, he said Mal aysia was stabl e and



devel oprment coul d be carried out.
"Umo will also remain as a mass novenent where everybody can join," he
sai d.
( END)
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