10 CCT 1997
Razal ei gh- Econony
REMAI N CALM I N THE FACE OF ECONOM C DECLI NE- RAZALEI GH

GUA MUSANG, Kel antan, Cct 10 (Bernamm) -- Former Finance M nister
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah has urged the governnent and people not to panic
over the country's econonic decline, as it is only a tenmporary phenonenon

There should be no finger pointing during the present situation and the
peopl e should remain united and place their confidence in the governnment's
| eadershi p, he said.

"W cannot bl ame anyone..... some people are trying to accuse Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as the source of the problem To ne
such an accusation is baseless," he said when addressing the Kelantan MCA
48t h anniversary dinner as its guest of honour here |ast night.

He said the problem of econonmic decline had affected all Asean
countries and Ml aysians therefore should place their trust in the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) which had its own forrmula to resolve it.

On the BN, Tengku Razal eigh said it should be further strengthened
al though it had proved to be the best arrangenent for the nation.

"I nmyself in the course of my political career had tried to set up
another coalition using the BN nbdel but failed because many gave priority
to individual positions and their respective ideologies and were unable to
accept noderation in their political approach," Razal eigh said.

MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the country should take
pride in the present |eadership as it had nmade Mal aysia a nodel nation
anong devel opi ng countri es.

The BN Governnent's success was not limted to bringing devel opment and
prosperity to the country but also in strengthening peace and harnony anopng
the various races.

Dr Ling said Ml aysia's Chinese community placed all its trust and
confidence in Dr Mahathir to bring Malaysia out of its economic probl ens.

He said the Associated Chinese Chanber of Commerce and the Federation
of Chinese Assenbly Hall were united with the MCA in giving 100 per cent
support to Dr Mhathir.

Kel antan MCA Chai rman Datuk Fong Chan Onn was anpbng the 1,000 odd state
MCA nmenmbers present at the dinner. -- BERNAMVA
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