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Renew resol ve to keep cl ean

REVI EW and change has been a significant catchphrase used by top | eaders
of our nation in the endeavour to bring the country to greater heights of
devel opnent. The | eadership's dynamismis denonstrated in the fact that
whil e Mal aysia often takes the | ead in gal vani sing other nations into
action agai nst outdated and unjust world systens, the people at hone are
not spared.

Last week, while w tnessing an East-West tussle resulting from
Mal aysia's call for a review of the 1948 United Nations Uni versal
Decl aration on Human Ri ghts, Ml aysians were also mulling over a recent
statenent calling on themto change towards technol ogy and cl eanli ness.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has been in the forefront in
the crusade to keep the nation clean. Last August, he delivered a strong
rem nder to Malaysians to inmediately stop littering if they want to stay
as a nmodel to others. Four months ago, he stressed the need for Ml aysi ans
to incorporate nore hygienic practices in noving with the tines.

Calling on the people to discard outdated attitudes, Dr Mahathir hit the
nail on the head when he renmarked: "There is no neaning to a successful
and progressive nation if we do not learn to live as befits such a people

G ving neani ng to devel opnent al so neans ensuring the environnent is
i n good shape."

I ndeed, a lot of the squalor am d spl endour found in our towns and
cities is self-generated, primarily because of the fact that the people at
| arge just cannot be bothered about their surroundings and the nation's
environment as a whole. Caring about the environnment has nothing to do
with wealth for some poor countries are known to be clean, stemm ng from
the fact that their people uphold their dignity and that of their country.
It is a sinple task. At the end of the day, it is just about everyone
playing his role. There nust be the will and responsibility.

An anal ogy can be drawn fromthis little episode at the Sultan Abdu
Aziz Shah International Airport in Subang not |ong ago. Watching the
morning crowd milling at the term nal building while waiting for his
flight, this Malaysian wondered at first why the two small Caucasi an
girls, each holding a carton of drink, were pacing up and down. Wen they
finally deposited the cartons into a trash can some way off, the watcher
had his curiosity satisfied. This is the kind of exenplary behavi our that
we are asking fromall Ml aysians, he told his friends later. Wth
indiscrimnate spitting and rubbish strewn everywhere, including drains
and even public flower troughs, we are a |long way fromthere.

This month is significant in the national clean-up canpaign. A
nati onwi de gotong-royong is planned before National Day. Called "Spring
Cleaning the Nation", the event ains to pronote nei ghbourliness and
t oget herness. The objective is instilling awareness of the inportance of
cleanl i ness. Meanwhile, an el aborate action plan is in place to i nprove
cleanliness in local authorities. Responsibility towards public property
i s enphasi sed. There are al so encouraging remarks by AlamFlora that its
ultinmate goal is to nmake Mal aysi a the cl eanest place on Earth. The conpany
is undertaking integrated solid waste managenent and its duties in the
Federal capital have just been extended to drain cleaning and street
sweepi ng.

Al'l these are steps in the right direction. But, as experience has
mani fested to us, there will be no clean Malaysia if there is no sustained



effort all the year round to instil awareness and to act. The canpaign in
schools is vital. The print nedia is doing an excellent job in exposing
bot h the uncivi c-m ndedness of Mal aysi ans and the unsati sfactory
performance of many |ocal councils. It is our hope that the nore effective
| egislation naking it a mandatory punishment for litterbugs to don speci al
vests to performcleaning up chores in public, proposed a year ago, will
come into force soon. As this is a significant nonth in our nation's
hi story, let us renew our resolve to nmake cl eanliness a Ml aysi an way of
life.
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